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Calendar for 2013
Friends of the Museum meet the
3rd Tuesday of every month at the
Webster House Museum
_____________

April 15th: Blooming Prairie
School tours begin
_____________

April 20th: Mary Tanner, Antique
Appraisals @ Peoples Bank,
Elkhorn
1-4 pm, $ 5.00 charge for appraisal
_________________

April 25th: Larry Kocha,
Burlington Mormons, 2:00 pm at
the Webster House Museum
__________________

Museum opens May 8th,
Wed-Sat, 1-4 pm
Webster House Museum
9 E. Rockwell St., Elkhorn
By appointment & for group tours
262-723-4248
__________________

May 25th: Jessica Michna as Mary
Todd Lincoln @ Peoples Bank,
Elkhorn from 1-2:30 pm
___________________
June 20th: WCHS Heritage Hall
Collector’s & Hobby exhibits
10:30 am-4:30 pm
__________________
July 14th: Ice Cream Social &
Volunteer Appreciation
__________________
Doris Reinke Resource Center
210 S. Washington St., Elkhorn
Wed-Thurs 1-4 pm or by
appointment 262-723-7848

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Members,
This promises to be an exciting season.
Many popular programs are returning such as the
Appraisal Program, the Jessica Michna historic
presentation, and the annual Volunteer Appreciation
Day.
New things are planned also. Beginning in April, the
3rd Tuesdays will be a time for members to meet informally for a variety of activities. Some of the ideas
are: continuance of oral histories, making craft objects
for gift shop, planning new exhibits, sharing our
knowledge, and just getting to know each other. Tentative meeting time is at 1:30 pm at the Webster House.
The main event for 2013, of course, will be the
grand opening of Heritage Hall! The former Betts Funeral Home has undergone needed changes including
a ramp and larger bathroom to make it handicap accessible. Interior painting is next on the list.
Heritage Hall will have space for the society’s general office, a gift shop, old county tax records, and exhibits. A long room will be used for our programs.
A number of items have been donated by members
and well-wishers. We have received shelving, chandeliers, tables, a vacuum cleaner, a copy machine plus
other necessities. Thank you.
I look forward to seeing everyone at the grand opening.
Doris M. Reinke
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BIT OF HISTORY
By Doris Reinke

Few people today know that there once was a little community named Voree, right on the boundary line between Walworth County and Racine County. Only a cement marker remains to indicate where the settlement
once stood, beside old State Highway 11. The marker cannot be seen from new State Highway 11 which bypasses Burlington.
Voree was a village set up by James Strang who endeavored to become the leader of a splinter group of Mormons in the 1850’s.
Strang purchased 200 acres of land along the White River. There he planned his Mormon city. His colony
consisted of farm land, blacksmith shop, store, school house, church, and print shop. There was also a stone
quarry. At one time as many as 400 people lived there.
After Strang died in 1856, the population of Voree dwindled. Today there is little left of the utopian city.
The little church still stands on Mormon Road but is no longer used as a church. Except for the marker nothing
shows that in Walworth County there had been a dream for a great religious center.
Larry Kocha, a member of our Society, has done much research on this subject. He will tell us about it on
Thursday, April 25th, at the Webster House Museum. Come and hear all about it. His program will begin at
2:00 pm and admission is free.

MUSEUM OPENS
Cleaning and preparation of exhibits at Webster House took place
Tuesday, April 16th. Merrybell
Seeber headed the committee.
The museum will open for visitors May 8th, hours are 1 pm to 4
pm, Wednesday thru Saturday.
REMEMBER ——— you have
free admission if you are a member of the Walworth County Historical Society. See page 7 for
membership information.

SCHOOL TOURS
Teachers who want their
class to participate should
contact Barbara Shreves,
Delavan, who is in charge.
Her telephone number is 262728-3812. Cost for the all-day
tour is $2.50.

Ilene Sheahan, our
Buildings and Grounds
chairperson, would
like help in painting
some of the woodwork
and walls in our new
building, Heritage
Hall. If you have time
and like to paint, call
262-723-7848 and
leave us your contact information.
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ENDURING PATRIOTISM
The American flag has been proudly displayed atop the tower of Conrad Seipp’s Geneva Lake estate
on Black Point since it was completed in 1888.
The Questers, an organization concerned with antiques and the preservation and restoration of landmarks, has had a long time interest in the estate becoming a museum of Geneva Lake history. Along the
bumpy road of legal battles it was, at times, feared that the dream might just remain a dream and not be
realized. Gwen Tveter, past state president and chapter leader said her chapter once entertained the
idea of building a miniature replica of the house to preserve it for future generations to see; much as
Marie Pisor’s house, Westgate, along the south shore of Geneva Lake was done by her. Incidentally, the
actual Westgate house has just recently been demolished to make way for new development of the property. The miniature of Westgate had been sent to the Pabst mansion for display but was not actually displayed because they already had the dollhouse of one of the children in the Pabst family. When this was
learned, Gwen was instrumental in bringing the miniature back to Walworth County to be shown in the
Webster House on the Walworth County Historical Society’s property in Elkhorn at the corner of
Washington and Rockwell. Now Westgate, the English country house, is preserved, at least in miniature,
where it may be viewed during museum hours.
The fear that Black Point might not survive propelled the idea of taking pictures and interviewing
William O. Petersen, great grandson of Conrad Seipp, the owner at that time. Judy Johnson and Herb
Johnson, fellow Questers, joined Gwen in meeting with “Bill” regularly for several years to learn the
history of the Seipp family and to preserve it in book form. Original historic pictures from the estate
were available for use. Conrad Seipp, wealthy Chicago brewer, was an immigrant from Langen, Germany who obtained his citizenship papers by study and perseverance. After becoming an American he was
very patriotic. In the Seipp family it was an honor and privilege to have the duty of raising the flag atop
the tower and the first Seipp child to have that honor was Emma Seipp, eldest daughter of Catharina
and Conrad Seipp. The flag continues to fly at Black Point to this day, over one hundred twenty years
since the house was completed.
You might be interested in learning more about Black Point and can do so by taking a cruise line boat
from the Riviera Dock in the city of Lake Geneva to the house. The Seipps came to the estate by boat
also because, at that time, there were no roads or automobiles. People traveled from Chicago to Geneva
Lake by Northwestern steam train to Williams Bay and from there took a steam boat to the estate. All
the building materials for the construction of Black Point came across the lake on a sailboat named the
“Fannie Allen” when the water was not frozen. Over winter horse drawn vehicles brought the building
supplies over the ice from the railroad. The workmen camped out all winter at Black Point to complete
the original kitchen building which was the first building on the property. Then construction on the
main “summer cottage” commenced. The first summer the family resided in the kitchen building which
had servants’ quarters for eight and housed the refrigerator rooms, the kitchen, the laundry room and
the milk kitchen.
The Black Point house on the south shore of Geneva Lake was completed in 1888 and was named Die
Loreley after the mountain on the Rhine River in Germany by Conrad Seipp. Unfortunately Conrad
only spent two summers at the summer home built for his family to enjoy the lake and clear fresh air
(continued on page 6)
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From “Recollections” printed in the Elkhorn Independent by Frank Eames,
Contributor:

Front-page Independent editorial helped save the trees in Courthouse
Park
The term “tree-hugger” has developed kind of a derogatory connotation over the
years due to the excessive zeal of some environmentalists. I am definitely in
the camp of “tree lovers” with the hugging omitted and am proud of playing a
very small roll some 50 years ago in saving a number of the beautiful trees in
what I still call the “Courthouse Park”.
In 1959 the Walworth County Board embarked on a massive building program to
solve a long list of bad conditions in several areas. Among the projects included were additions to the county’s mental hospital and Lakeland Hospital, a
new nursing home and a new court house/jail. The $7 million price tag seems
like a bargain in 2008 but it was huge in 1959 dollars.
The location of three of the projects was easily established but there were
questions about the courthouse. Most of the county offices were crammed into
the two old courthouses that were situated in the center of the park on the
site of the present building. In order to minimize disruption of county business during the building process, the initial recommendation for location of
the new building was in front of the old buildings close to the sidewalk on the
south side of the park. This would allow continued use of the old buildings until the new one was finished.
Elkhorn residents and officials objected to this idea because of the impact
it would have on the traditional beauty of the park. The city pledged help in
providing temporary locations for the displaced county offices for the 18-or-so
months of construction.
Independent editor Claude (Mud) Eames was one of the objectors to the proposed location and said he was going to write a “front page editorial” (unheard
of before or since in the Independent) but he needed some facts in addition to
his feelings to proceed. I offered to contact my skiing buddy Rudy Lange from
Delavan, who was the “tree guru” in the area at the time, and we went into the
park with a tape measure and tried to put a dollar value on the trees that
would be lost.
Quoting from Mud’s editorial of Dec. 10, 1959, “The new building in this location would destroy about 30 trees valued by the National Shade Tree Evaluation Table at $51,356. It would also take one white oak, estimated by Rudy
Lange, at 300 years old and valued for damage purposes at $7,600. We seriously
urge the new improvement with a minimum of damage to the natural beauty of the
park the destruction of trees, unless absolutely necessary, is abhorrent.
He went on to say, “Walworth County has a prize possession in the county
park that is of inestimable value. It is perhaps the most beautiful natural
wooded courthouse square in the nation. The subject of thousands of words written and spoken, it has been photographed and painted by artists for many years.
It is indeed a rare gem in a world devoted to commercialism.
The following week City Attorney Lyman Arnold picked up the cudgel and appeared before a special County Board meeting with an eloquent formal offer of
help from the city. The county and circuit court rooms and offices were offered
space in the Municipal Building (city hall); the clerk, treasurer, nurse and
zoning would go to the Columbus Hall; and the register of deeds could move to
the vacant Jensen & Johnson, Surveyors building, which was on the corner of the
present Chase Bank parking lot.
At the same meeting, with a little reluctance, the Public Property and Purchasing Committee that has proposed the initial location,
(continued page 5)
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then reversed its direction and introduced a resolution calling for demolition of the two old buildings first and construction of the new one on the
same site. This resolution passed on a unanimous vote of the entire board.
There was about 18 months of a little confusion about where the various
offices were located and some inconveniences with the temporary quarters,
but county officers and employees good-naturedly worked with the plan and
the final result was beautiful.
I still admire and appreciate the year ’round beauty of the park and am
happy that a front-page editorial in the Independent had a small role in
keeping it that way.

GRAND REOPENING of Whitewater Historical Society’s recently
restored DEPOT MUSEUM BUILDING at 301 W Whitewater Street,
Sunday, April 28th, 1:00 pm: Dedication Ceremony
1:30-5:00 pm:
• Tour the Restoration
• Music by the Regimental Volunteer Band of WI
• Refreshments by the SweetSpot
• Free Door Prizes
• Record Your Depot Memories
• View Exhibits on the railroad, George Esterly, and Whitewater the Beautiful
• 1870s Esterly Seeder not seen in Whitewater since the
1950s
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away from the bustling city of Chicago as he died in February of 1890 of diabetes and pneumonia.
His second wife, Catharina, was now a widow with 5 children of her own and three from the first
wife, Maria who died in 1866 at the age of 39.
His second wife Catharina now had the Loreley, a thirteen bedroom, one bath summer home and a
palatial three story granite mansion on Michigan Avenue in Chicago. Conrad commissioned Adolph
Cudell, German architect, to design both the summer and winter houses in 1887. Catharina was a
formidable woman and soon expanded the original 27 acres to nearly 100 acres, acquiring two lakefront estates to the east and razing those houses and then purchasing the 40 acres of the Black Point
farm ending up with 2700 front feet of Geneva Lake shoreline property. The granite mansion on
Michigan Avenue of Chicago was razed in 1928 while the wooden summer house of
Queen Anne Style has been preserved by four generations of owners complete with contents dating
back to the Civil War because those furnishings were from the original Park Avenue home in Chicago. Black Point was deeded to the state of Wisconsin in September of 2005.
Today it is possible to visit the house either by cruise line boat or special land tour which can be arranged by calling the office at Black Point 262 248-1888. The house with the furnishings and the
wraparound porch is a delight to visit.

This picture was submitted by Merrybell Seeber. It is a flyer for the Republican rally of 1884.
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WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP
FORM

NAME________________________________________________
ADRESS______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
CITY________________STATE__________ZIP CODE________
TELEPHONE_____________________
E-MAIL______________________________________
Membership Level: (Check One) [ ] Single $15 [ ] Family $20
[ ] Contributing $25 [ ] Patron $50
Other:
Donation $_________________ [ ] Webster House Museum
[ ] Heritage Hall [ ] General Fund
Volunteering Interests: (check all that apply)
[ ] Computer Work (w/ Microsoft Publisher, Word, Excel, Access,
Other)
[ ] Photography [ ] Sewing and Fabric Conservation
[ ] Gardening [ ] Tour Guide (Docent) [ ] Research Assistant
[ ] Baking [ ] Painting & Maintenance [ ] Other __________
Please clip and send this form to: Walworth County Historical Society, P.O. Box 273,
Elkhorn, WI 53121
Our Wish List
Can you help out by contributing one or
more from the list below? Contributions of
these items will help keep our costs down.
Paper towels, toilet paper, hand soap
Photos or your family members, places
and/or events from Walworth County
A copy of your Walworth County family
history
Plastic cups, plates, bowls, napkins
Garbage bags, light bulbs, & postage stamps

COLLECTING,
PRESERVING
AND
SHARING
THE RICH HISTORY OF
WALWORTH COUNTY

We welcome and solicit articles, citations, and photographs by members and volunteers for possible publication in The Legacy.
Please send material or suggestions to: walworthchsnewsletter@gmail.com or WCHS, PO Box 273,
Elkhorn, WI 53121 or call (262) 723-7848.
Any articles must observe copyright restrictions and credit must be cited for material from other
sources. All decisions are final and rest with the editorial staff.

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
www.walcohistory.org
CORNERS OF ROCKWELL & WASHINGTON STS
Webster House Museum: Wed thru Sat 1-5 pm 262-723-4248 (Seasonal)
Doris Reinke Resource Center: Wed & Thurs 1-4 pm 262-723-7848
Or By Appointments
“COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND SHARING THE RICH HISTORY OF WALWORTH COUNTY”

Walworth County Historical Society
P.O. Box 273
Elkhorn, WI 53121

