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MOUNDS PROGRAM SLATED

Walworth County contains an absolute historic
gem….the Whitewater
Effigy Mounds Preserve
which is located on the
west side of the city.
The sacred site contains
both geometric mounds
which are either conical
or linear and effigy
mounds which represent
the shape of various animals. In all, the site has
thirteen mounds which
can be viewed by taking
a walking path which is
less than a mile in
length. The path will
also take the viewer
through an Oak Savanna
which is one of the rarest plant communities in
Wisconsin as well as a
meadow wetland.
The mounds were
built by American Indians during the Woodland Period. In September of 1920,
Charles E. Brown, chief
of the Museum Division
of the Wisconsin State
Historical Society came
to view the unchartered
mound group on the

Ralph Tratt farm known
as “The Maples”. Measurements were made of
the mounds and they
were oriented on a plat
map which was produced by Robert Coe of
Whitewater and Charles
Brown. At the time that
Brown surveyed the
mounds, they were located in a pasture which

sloped toward
the north to a
creek
bed.
Scattered
throughout the
mound
area
were several
stands of majestic
white
oaks.
There
was no shrubbery or other
vegetation
.
Cultivated
fields lied to
either side of
the mounds.
In a letter to
the city of
Whitewater,
Brown
wondered if the
people
of
W h i t e w a t e r
“appreciated their good
fortune in having so well
preserved a group so
near the city and in so
beautiful a spot”. He
was told that Whitewater did not and that
“probably not one in a
hundred had ever seen
them”.
(See Mounds, Page 2…)
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Historic Church Service September 27th
WCHS Annual Dinner Meeting, October
15th
Area Research Center
Open House October
25th
Eames on Elkhorn
Independent History
October 26th
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ANNOUNCES UPCOMING HISTORIC CHURCH SERVICE

Gerogia Kestol,
owner and restorer
of the Norwegian
American Methodist
Episcopal Church
and WCHS member,
announced
recently that there
will be an historic
church service held
at the Church on
Sunday, September
27, 2015 at 4:00 p.m.

The church is located at
N 7372 County Highway P.
near Heart Prairie.

“This will be the first church
service held at the church

since the 1880’s,” Kestol said.

The Kestol family has been
diligently working to restore
the church that was established between October of
1851 and June of 1863. The
church is reputed to be the
second oldest Norwegian
American Methodist Episopal
Church, Immigrants from
Holla in Telemark, Norway,
founded the church and built
it on land donated by the

H ISTORY F ACTOID :

E DWARD S HERIFF
C URTIS WAS A
PHOTOGRAPHER

F ROM WHITEWATER ,
WISCONSIN . IN THE
LATE 19 TH CENTURY
HE DOCUMENTED THE
RAPIDLY
DISAPPEARING N ATIVE
A MERICANS . H E
ASSEMBLED A BODY
OF WORK WHICH ,
TODAY , IS EXEMPLARY
AND INVALUABLE .

“MOUNDS,” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1...
Not only will you have
the chance to tour and
view the preserve on
Sunday, October 18th at
1:30 pm with knowledgeable docents, but
you will be afforded
the unique opportunity
of learning about this
significant mound

group from expert,
Kori Oberle, the retired Director of the
Hoard Historical Museum. Oberle will present her program at
Heritage Hall located at
9 East Rockwell Street
in Elkhorn on Thursday,
October 15 t h at

7:00 pm. The public is
invited and encouraged
to attend this free
event.

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM ANNOUNCED
3RD ANNUAL SALUTE TO WALWORTH COUNTY VETERANS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2015
1:00 P.M.
WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
HERITAGE HALL, 103 ROCKWELL STREET
ELKHORN, WISCONSIN 53120
GUEST SPEAKER: MAJOR GENERAL GRANT MULDER, RETIRED
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A NNUAL WCHS DINNER MEETING O CTOBER 20 TH
The annual dinner
meeting of the Walworth County Historical society will
take place Tuesday,
October 20, 2015 at
Heritage Hall, 103
Rockwell Street,
Elkhorn, Wisconsin.
The meeting will

commence with a members.
social beginning at Members and their
6:00 p.m. with din- guests are invited to
ner to follow at 6:30 attend.
p.m.
Fill out the form
After dinner a below and mail it
short annual meet- with your check
ing and elections made out to WCHS
will take place for on or before OctoOfficers and board ber 15, 2015.

DINNER MENU
Chicken Forester
Beef Tenderloin
Au Gratin Potatoes
Glazed Carrots
Cashew Salad
Crab Salad
Surprise Desert
Coffee and Tea

W ALWORTH C OUNTY H ISTORICAL S OCIETY
A NNUAL MEETING RESERVATION FORM

NAME__________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________
NUMBER ATTENDING AT $20 PER PERSON __________ x $20
TOTAL AMOUNT OF CHECK FOR RESERVATIONS =$___________
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO WCHS AND MAIL TO:

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 273
ELKHORN, WI 53121
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“C IVILITAS S UCCESSIT B ARRARUM ”
Editor’s Note:

“L ET

US NOT
FORGET THAT
THE
CULTIVATION
OF THE EARTH
IS THE MOST
IMPORTANT
LABOR OF MAN .
W HEN TILLAGE
BEGINS , OTHER
ARTS WILL
FOLLOW . T HE
FARMERS ,
THEREFORE , ARE
THE FOUNDERS
OF
CIVILIZATION .”

-D ANIEL W EBSTER

If you have ever wondered how Yankee settlers
from the east coast were
drawn to southeastern
Wisconsin and Walworth
County in the mid 1800’s
consider the following excerpt from Jacob Ferris’
book written in 1856 entitled THE STATES AND
TERRITORIES OF THE
GREAT WEST INCLUDING OHIO, INDIANA,
MISSOURI, WISCONSIN,
MINNESOTA,
KANSAS
AND NEBRASKA; THEIR
GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY
ADVANTAGES
RESOURTCES, AND PROSPECTS;
COMPRISING
THEIR LOCAL HISTORY,
INSTITUTIONS,
AND
LAWS. New York and Auburn: Miller, Orton , and
Mulligan: Pages 216-233.
“The south eastern portion
of
the
state
[Wisconsin] is one continuous table-land, marked
and furrowed by ravines
along the streams, which
are depressed but little below the surrounding surface. The principal features of that region are the
prairies, destitute of trees
and shrubbery, covered
with a luxuriant growth of
grass, interspersed, in the
spring with flowers of
every hue; the oak openings, which, like those of
Michigan, have a sufficiency of timber for fencing and building purposes
scattered over the surface;

the wood-land borders of
the little lakes and streams,
running out into the prairies and openings in all
directions; and the natural
meadows, which supply
any amount of pasturage,
and a sufficient quantity of
hay for the winter. The

soil of the prairies and
openings consists of a
vegetable mold, darkbrown in color, and from
one to two feet in depth,
very mellow, and entirely
destitute of stone or gravel.
For fertility it is not, and
can not be surpassed. (sic)
The sub soil is a clayey
loam, preventing all danger of leaching, and furnishing, by deep plowing,
a ready means for enriching the surface.
The prairies of Wisconsin are not so extensive as
those of other states, and
being skirted and belted
with timber, within easy
access from every part,
they are adapted to imme-

diate and profitable occupation. Nature has done
all the clearing and preparing the lands; man has
only to put in the plow,
and reap abundant harvests. The openings comprise the finest portions of
the state. The autumnal
fires have kept down the
under-growth, and destroyed all the varieties of
timber, except the oak
which seems to be capable
of withstanding the sweep
of that element. The autumnal destruction of
wood, and leaves, and
grasses has been adding to
the richness of the land for
ages while, at the same
time, there has been left a
sufficient supply of timber
for the immediate wants of
the immigrant. These considerations explain, in a
great measure, the wonderful capacity Wisconsin has
displayed for rapid settlement…The low, level prairie, or natural meadow, of
moderate extent, is so generally distributed over the
face of the country
[southeastern Wisconsin],
that the settler, on a fine
section of arable lands,
finds on his own farm or in
his immediate neighborhood, abundant pasturage
for his stock in summer;
and hay in the winter for
the cutting—the bounty of
Nature supplying his need
in this behalf till the cultivated grasses can be introduced and become sufficient for his use.”
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2 ND ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT A SUCCESS
The Grand Army of the Republic
Post #8 of senior reenactors
camped out the weekend of June
27/28 at the Walworth County
Historical Society. In addition to
Post #8, members of the Cordelia Harvey Tent #21 of the
Daughters of Union Veterans of
the Civil War 1861-1865
(DUVCW) set up a civilian
camp. Tent #23, Mary Chesebro Lee of the DUVCW from
Delavan contributed to the
weekend by serving Saturday
evening dinner and Sunday
morning breakfast to the
“veterans”. Commander Mike

Wozny built a diorama entitled
“The Road to Richmond” which
contained over 2000 handpainted soldiers that he has been
working on for a lifetime. The
event included a scavenger hunt
for children who were able to
familiarize themselves with Civil
War vocabulary and equipment
as they searched the campsites
for items on their lists. Sunday
afternoon, Tents 21 and 23
hosted a well- attended fashion
show exhibiting styles from the
settlement of Walworth County
in 1836 through 1914. Join us
again in 2016, when the Grand

Army of Republic celebrates its
Sesquicentennial!

Members of the Grand Army of the Republic Post 8 reenactors at the second annual encampment.

WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!
Our slogan for 2016 should be “come for the WCHS book sale and stay for the fair”! We really appreciate the volunteerism
we receive from supportive individuals when it comes to this event as well as our other programs during the year. Since we
are a 100% volunteer organization, our Board of Directors, docents at the Webster House and Veterans Museum, teachers
and aides at the Blooming Prairie School, Resource Center staff and cleaning and building maintenance are all done by dedicated Walworth County “history lovers”. SPECIAL THANKS GOES TO A SUPER GROUP OF 2015 VOLUNTEERS:
Marra Andreas
Lianne Fritz
Chase Folkers
Ben Johnson
Earl Hodek
Jim Mawhinney
Ursula Matsinger
Barbara Shreves
Al Gruling
Dave Chavarotti
Jim Boardman
Gwen Tveter
Dave Hintz
Lavonne Webster
Pat Harkness
Dan Richardson
Bill Sigmund

Joyce Atkinson
Ronnie Kirkpartick
Sherry Wozny
Jack Tremuhlen
Barbara Steurer
Lonna Rahn
Carolyn Morris
Karen Kleist
Frank Eames
Derrick Papcke
Doris Reinke
Martha Hay
Colette Hintz
Al Anstead
Lisa Brellenthin
Pat Blackmer
Mike Hurlburt

Gloria Allen
Gale Folkers
Mike Wozny
Marlene Hodek
Gloria Allen
Anna Worsinski
Katie Donoghue
Tom Kleist
Ilene Sheahan
Kay Sargent
Donna Elbert
Kathleen Kilkenny
Bob Webster
Buster Harry
Helene Hurdis
Paul Rausch
Sandy Fisher

We will honor our volunteers at the annual dinner meeting on Tuesday, October 20.
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“THE KNOTTER”
By Frank Eames

“B ECAUSE
IMAGINE ,

WE
WE
CAN HAVE
INVENTION
AND
TECHNOLOGY
. IT'S
ACTUALLY
PLAY , NOT
NECESSITY ,
THAT IS THE
MOTHER OF
INVENTION .“
-A LISON G OPNICK

Traffic on Highway
12 north of Elkhorn
sometimes gets a little heavy and drivers
have to pay attention
to their driving and
not enjoy the beautiful
farmland scenery. It’s
very easy to miss a
small stone monument in front of the
beautiful home on the
north side of the road
immediately west of
where Hwy. 67 continues north.
The
simple
stone marker with a
brass plaque reads,
“Houghton
Farm
where John F. Appleby made ‘knotter’
1858.” Appleby was
an 18-year-old lad
working
at
the
Houghton Farm when
he conceived the idea
of a mechanic knotter
that would tie grain.
Mechanical
reapers
were already available
that would only cut
the grain and then it
would have to be
stacked loose or tied

together by hand in a
back-breaking process
prior to threshing.
From watching
his mother’s hands
while knitting, Appleby envisioned a
device resembling a
bird’s beak and when
opened, a cord could
be inserted and tied.
He took his idea to a
gunsmith shop in
nearby Heart Prairie
where a model was
made that is still in
the Wisconsin Historical Society Museum in
Madison.
His idea was
shelved for a few
years as Appleby
enlisted in the Union
Army and served
through the Civil
War. Upon his return
he went into partnership with two other
mechanics at Beloit
and a wire binder was
made for tying grain
but it was not received well by farmers as the wire was
dangerous to livestock. In the late 1870s

he worked on a
binder
that
used
twine instead of wire
and the first unit was
sold in 1878.
Three
years
later William Deering
got rights to build Appleby’s grain binder
and perfected the
manufacturing process and a year after
that Cyrus McCormick paid $35,000 for
the rights to build it
and it soon became
the standard in the
industry worldwide.
Deering
Harvester
and McCormick Harvesting later merged
with a few smaller
companies into International Harvester, an
agricultural manufacturing giant that has
now evolved into Navistar International.
Agricultural
equipment continued
to evolve over the
years but Appleby’s
knotter remained the
foundation for any
(See “KNOTTER, P. 7)
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L ANDI O N W ALWORTH
In conjunction with an
ongoing series presented by
experts on various aspects of
Walworth County and Wisconsin history, Frank Landi of
Delavan presented a program
on “Frank Lloyd Wright in
Walworth County”. Landi is
a local historian and independent researcher who specializes in architecture and
specifically the architecture of
Wright.
A retired teacher who
taught math, Landi is a
graduate of the University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater and
received his Master’s degree
from Franklin and Marshall
College of Lancaster, PA. In
addition to his teaching career, Landi is also an author
and is currently working on
four different books.
Landi’s presentation re-

COUNTY

F RANK L LOYD W RIGHT

viewed the six Wright structures built on Delavan Lake in
the early 1900’s.

Frank Landi presenting information concerning Frank Lloyd
Wright Architecture in Walworth County.

Included in the residential list
of homes designed by Wright
is the George Spencer House
(1902) which was a simple

ARCHITECTURE

summer cottage with a boatlike prow. The Charles Ross
House (1902) which had horizontal board and batten siding. The Fred B. Jones Estate
(1900 +) with its prominent
gatehouse, boat house and
main house. The Henry Wallis Cottage (1900) which was
a modest design and the A.P.
Johnson house (1905) which
is one of the few symmetrical
homes designed by Wright.
Wright also designed the Delavan Lake Yacht Club built in
1904 on the south shore.
This structure was razed in
1916. Wright also designed
the Lake Geneva Hotel which
was erected in 1912. The
hotel dominated the town’s
lakefront. The long, stucco
building was demolished in
1970.

Landi’s presentation on
Frank Lloyd Wright
took place in Heritage
Hall’s meeting room
(pictured above). The
larger meeting room
accommodates up to seventy-five audience members and has current
technology for presenting audio-visual presentations.

“K NOT TER ,” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6...
tying equipment and
old timers remember
the “grain shocking”
process where people
would march behind
the binder and stack
the neatly tied bundles of grain into
“shocks” for further
drying before threshing. All that is also
history as “combines”
entered the field after

World War II and did
the
cutting
and
threshing in one operation. There are still
a few historical demonstrations of threshing around the state
every summer that are
fascinating to watch.
Appleby
left
the state in the early
1880s and spent the
latter part of his life in

Chicago where he
died in 1917. In 1953
Appleby was honored
by the state as one
who had contributed
to the development
and improvement of
agriculture and was
named to the “Alltime, All-Wisconsin
Ag Team.”
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9 East Rockwell Street
P.O. Box 273
Elkhorn,WI 53120
Phone: 262-723-7848
e-mail: walcohistory@tds.net

WWW.WALCOHISTORY.ORG
WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARCHIVES

"COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND
SHARING THE RICH HISTORY OF
WALWORTH COUNTY"

Walworth County Insane Asylum--Formerly
located on the county grounds on highway
NN in the Town of Geneva.

Director Frank Eames to Tell Story of
Elkhorn Independent
Sharing the history of the leading county
newspaper for three generations, WCHS
Board of Directors member Frank Eames
will make a presentation at Matheson Public
Library, Elkhorn, at 6:30 p.m., October 26,
2015. Eames, the once third generation
owner of the Elkhorn Independent, will discuss the many changes that had taken place
during his tenure at the official county
newspaper for many years.

IT’S ARCHIVES MONTH!
University of Wisconsin Whitewater

Area Research Center
Open House
Sunday, October 25, 2015
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Come tour, research and enjoy light refreshments, Questions? Contact ARC at
262.472.5520
WW Whitewater
Anderson Library, 1st Floor
800 W. Main Street, Whitewater, WI 53120

