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W ALWORTH C OUNTY L AKES : R EMNANTS O F A NCIENT G LACIERS

In the introductory chapter to The History of
Walworth County , 1912,
Albert C. Beckwith
points out the significance of the some 34
named inland lakes of
Walworth County. What
follows is Beckwith’s
remarks about these bodies of water in the county
in 1912:

“The lake region of
southeastern Wisconsin includes the
counties of Dane,
J e f f e r s o n ,
Kenosha,, Racine,
Walworth and Waukesha. The largest
of the Walworth
lakes are Geneva,
Delavan,
the
Lauderdale group
and Beulah, all of
which have been
made known beyond the county
borders by the
tongues and pens of
men. Had Longfellow been provi-

S PECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST :
July 9, 2017 Ice Cream
Social 1 - 4 p.m. Webster
House Lawn, Elkhorn, WI
July 20, 2017
“Everything Speaks-History of Black Point” by
Emily Larson. 3 p.m.
Heritage Hall. 103 Rockwell St., Elkhorn, WI
August 17, 2017
“History of Lake Geneva
Area” by Michael Rehberg, 3 p.m. Heritage
Hall, 103 Rockwell St.,
Elkhorn, WI

Walworth County’s Lulu Lake, formed by glaciers around 15,000
years ago is now protected as a nature area. From a press photograph taken in 1986. Photographer unknown

dentially guided to
one or all of these
lakes he might have
added pleasantly, if
not greatly to his
“poems of places.”
He may have felt
that local poets
have rightly some
precedence here,
and these wellbehaved sons of the
lyric must have neither neglected nor
flagrantly abused

their heaven-sent
o p p o r t u n i ties...These officially
surveyed
lakes have no inconsiderable value
to the county. Their
attractions for summer visitors do not
as yet wither or
grow stale, and
their influence on
the valuation of adjacent real estate.”
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WCHS Archives
Robert Boyd Photo
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“P ERHAPS

THE
TRUTH DEPENDS
ON A WALK
AROUND THE
LAKE .”
- W ALLACE S TEVENS

WCHS Archives

WCHS Archives
WCHS Archives

Photographer Unknown

S UMER 2017

P AGE 3

W ALWORTH C OUNTY L AKES C .1882

“S TAY

CLOSE TO
THE SERENITY OF
A LAKE TO MEET
YOUR OWN
PEACE OF MIND .”
--M UNIA K HAN

A L AKE BY ANY O THER N AME ….
Lake Name Today:

In the Town of...

Previous Name(s):

Lake Como

Geneva

Mud Lake, Duck Lake

Lake Beulah

East Troy

Tripp’s Lake, Crooked Lake

Lake Ivanhoe

Bloomfield

Ryan’s Lake

North Lake

Sugar Creek

Holden’s Lake

Wandawega Lake

Sugar Creek

Otter Lake

Tripp Lake

Whitewater

Saw Mill Pond (1857 Plat Map)

Cravath Lake

Whitewater

Grist Mill Pond (1857 Plat Map)
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T HE E LKHORN I NDEPENDENT ...

“H E

WHO IS
WITHOUT A
NEWSPAPER IS
CUT OFF FROM
HIS SPECIES .”
--P.T. B ARNUM

The Walworth County
Historical Society, in
conjunction with the
city of Elkhorn open
house, honored Frank
Eames with the dedication of the Independent Room in
Heritage Hall on May
13, 2017 at 2:00 PM.
Over thirty people
joined in the memorable celebration.
The Elkhorn Independent was founded
in 1853 by a couple of
farmers in the town of
Geneva and is one of
the oldest newspapers
in Wisconsin still being published under
its original name. It
had a number of different owners over the

years and for a short
time was called the
Walworth County Independent.
Francis H. Eames
(Frank’s grandfather)
began working in the
back shop of the Independent while attending
Elkhorn high
school
and
after
graduation began full
time. In 1899 he became a part owner until l913 when he became the sole owner.
F. H. Eames died in
1918 and his wife con-

tinued to run the paper with hired editors
until 1921 when an
editor with a drinking
problem committed a
classic goof in the
Easter edition saying
it was in celebration
of the “birth of
Christ”. When Mrs.
Eames started getting
Christmas cards for
Easter, the editor was
fired and her son
Claude was called
home from the Chicago Art Institute to
run the paper. .
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...N EWSPAPER OF R ECORD AND “Y OUR L ET TER F ROM H OME ”
Claude continued to
edit the paper until
1960 when he turned
it over to his son
Frank for another 27
years when it was
sold again in 1987.
Again it went through
a couple of other owners until 2001 when it
was purchased by its
present
owners,
Southern Lakes Publishers.

Elkhorn in 1836.

Frank
Eames
has
probably the deepest
roots in Elkhorn of
anyone still alive. His
great-great grandfather Daniel Bradley
was one of the partners of LeGrand Rockwell who founded

Returning to Elkhorn, he again began working at the
Independent and in
1960 succeeded his
father
Claude
(Mud) Eames as
editor. He and his

Frank obviously grew
up here and has
memories of working
in the back shop at the
Elkhorn Independent
while in kindergarten.
He graduated from
Elkhorn high school
in 1947 and spent four
years at Beloit College
and another four in
the U.S. Navy during
the Korean War.

wife Pat live on a farm
a little northwest of
Elkhorn on Potter Rd.
where they still have
four horses. In addition to his farm
chores, Frank stays
busy with the Historical Society as a docent
at the Webster House
and the preparation of
the Independent museum at Heritage Hall.

“The

basis of our governments being opinion of the
people, the very first object should be to keep that
right; and were it left to me to decide whether we
should have a government without newspapers, or
newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.” Thomas Jefferson in a
letter to Colonel Edward Carrington, January 16, 1787.

“T HE PRINTED
NEWSPAPER IS A
POWERFUL
SHOWCASE FOR
NEWS , OPINION
AND
ADVERTISING .”
-- J ILL

A BRAMSON
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W OMEN IN W ALWORTH C OUNTY H ISTORY
Fanny Oella Chafin
was born December 17,
1850 on the farm her
parents Samuel Evans
and Elizabeth Almyra
Pollard Chafin homesteaded in what is now
Section 3 of the Town
of East Troy in 1836.
She was the eighth born
of thirteen brothers and
sisters.

“M EN

AND
WOMEN
SHOULD
OWN THE
WORLD AS A
MUTUAL
POSSESSION .”
-P EARL S. B UCK

It was reported that
she was “ an earnest
and sincere student” in
her school days. She
attended Whitewater
State Normal School in
Whitewater and graduated there in 1879,
She taught school for
three years, Her first
teaching experience was
in Milwaukee for one
year. She then went to
teach in Prairie du Chien
for a year before returning to Milwaukee to

teach yet another year.
Afterwards she prepared
herself for a business
career by learning typewriting and stenography.
“Her special ability
in this line was signally
proved by her being
chosen for a position as
the result of a competi-

tive examination in
which there were fifty
applicants examined”.
For a time, Fanny was
employed
as a secretary to Mrs. Carrie
Chapman Catt, a leader
in the feminist movement and Women’s Suffrage and President of
the National Woman
Suffrage Association.
She went on to New
York City and became
involved in the reform
movements for women’s
rights and was companion to some of the
brightest women workers and thinkers of the
day.
She died in the home
of her birth in the Town
of East Troy on March
1, 1911 and is buried at
Oak Ridge Cemetery in
the Village of East Troy.

WCHS B OARD A CCEPTS R ECENT D ONATIONS
The following is a list of
recent donations that have
been accepted into the
WCHS collections: Frank
Grunseth Archive, Jim
Grunseth Archive, cow
measurer, WMIR Radio
pin back, tin school pencil
case, Catalog of Carriages,
Book on American Carriages, Sleighs, etc. East
Troy Press Photo archive,

Grateful Dead at Alpine
Valley archive, Agriculture-related stereo view
card collection, real photo
post cards of Genoa Junction, 10 Press photographs,
archive of Sharon ephemera, exaggeration postcardWalworth, booklet about
Paul Lang and Trees of
Delavan, a Harper’s
Weekly from 1895 with

article concerning Yerkes
Observatory, 6 photographs of Elkhorn High
School Class of 1941 reunions, a booklet on the history of Walworth County
Sheriff’s Office, 6 prestamped covers--Sharon,
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L AUDERDALE L AKES : A B RIEF H ISTORY
What follows is a brief
history of the area of Walworth County known as
Lauderdale Lakes. The
information is taken from
the article, “Early History
of
Lauderdale
Lakes: written for
and published in
the booklet entitled “Lauderdale
Lakes, Wisconsin,” published by
the Lauderdale
Lakes Improvement Association,
Lauderdale Lakes,
Walworth County
Wisconsin, 1929.
No author was
given.

In 1842, James Lauderdale
arrived with; his family,
then consisting of his wife
Margaret, and one son,
James Edward, spending
the first few days in their

James Stewart moved his
family in the same year
and built his first lodge
from logs, hewn by his
own hands, gathered from
the
forest,
which, in arduous but due
time, he cleared
for the present
farm now improved
and
known as the
“Brennan Stock
Farm.” From
the viewpoint
of their early
social calendar,
the outstanding
“In the year 1841,
event was alA.D.,
James
ways the anLauderdale and
nual visit of a
James
Stewart, Town of La Grange from the 1950 Walworth
animated by reso- County Plat Book with the Lauderdale Lakes in tribe of friendly
lute and self-reliant the lower right of the map.
Sacs and Fox
frontiersman spirit,
Indians, during
and seeking their
new surroundings at the the hunting and fishing
lot in what might prove to
old Houghton Tavern, un- season at which time the
be a hostile world, boarded
til such time as their log latter founded cordial relaand traveled by boat from
cabin could be completed. tions with the Lauderdale
Buffalo to Milwaukee, and
This virgin hut was located and Stewart families. And
thence by foot to the preon the shore of the bay
sent Lauderdale Lakes reso it was that the aforeimmediately to the south
gion. After a daring but
of the present [1929} Lue- mentioned families were
successful trip, naturally
bke Green Lake Grove almost solely responsible
replete with; its hardships
Resort, and had no doors for the early beginnings
and thrills, each; puror windows, just an oil- and development of this
chased 160 acres of land at
paper covered opening for region of exceptional
$1.25 per acre, and then
an entrance. This was beauty and fertility.”
returned to their respective
soon supplanted by a part
homes in Washington
log and frame house
County, New York State,
erected near the present
to complete plans for the
Lauderdale home site.
moving of their families.

“A LAKE
CARRIES YOU
INTO RECESSES
OF FEELING
OTHERWISE
IMPENETRABLE .”
~W ILLIAM W ORDSWORTH

W

From the Photographic Archives

W ALWORTH C OUNTY
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of the Doris M. Reinke Resource Center

9 East Rockwell Street
P.O. Box 273
Elkhorn,WI 53120
Phone: 262-723-7848
E-mail: walcohistory@tds.net
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"COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND SHARING
THE RICH HISTORY OF WALWORTH
COUNTY"

The image above is taken from an early 20th century postcard and is entitled “Moonlight Excursion on Delavan Lake, Wis.” Likely showing a pier
from the then well-known Highland Hotel which once stood on the shore of
Delavan Lake.

L AKE B EULAH
Thou lovely gem of waters
blue
Whose fame is spreading far
and wide
The joy, the pride of those
who view
Thy sinuous banks of steep
hill-side.
We greet thee with our joyous song
That wake the echoes of thy
shore
And here the happy house
prolong
With spreading sail and
bending oar.
Ours from the city’s dust and

din
Where fashion’s forms and
business care
Shut our distracted spirits in
We hasten to thy balmy air.
Our hearts are filled with
visions bright,
As faster than the railroad
train
Memory has summoned past
delight,
Such as we hope thou’ll yield
again.
As on thy bosom and thy
banks,
Musing, we pass the summer
day,
Watching the children’s
gladsome pranks,

That wake thy stillness with
their play.
We’ve wondered who, in
days long gone,
Escaped thy abundant fields
of joy?
And felt their hearts fill up
with songs,
That buried troubles that
annoy.

But we can revel in thy shade
And quaff the cup of healthful life,
Dipped from the fonts of
hill, and glade,
Free from the city’s care and
strife.

Long may thy peaceful
haunts be known,
To all who wish to flee from
We cannot gather up the past care,
That’s floated down the
Farther than thee they need
stream of Time.
not roam,
But lose in the eternal ocean Thou hast abundant joys to
vast,
share.
Nor words, or trace, is left
--Poet Unknown
behind.
From the archives of the
But we can revel in thy shade

East Troy Area Historical Society

