W ALWORTH C OUNTY H ISTORICAL S OCIETY

T HE L EGACY
WINTER 2015
“T HE DOUBLE WINTER ”
Note: Hard winters are nothing new to Walworth
County. The first recorded
very hard winter came in
1837 causing considerable
suffering for the earliest of
the county’s settlers due to
very cold temperatures and
heavy snows. The following
is excerpted from Prosper
Cravath’s EARLY ANNALS OF
WHITEWATER 1837-1867,
published by the Whitewater
Federation of Women’s Clubs
in 1906. It is a brief account
of the late winter of 1843.
“Soon

after the thaw,
snow began falling, continuing to do so every few days,
until it was four or five feet
deep. This remained on the
ground until the town
meeting, the first day of
April. In the mean time,
hay, oats and corn became
very scarce; these articles
bringing whatever price a

WCHS Archives
An early press photo of the Walworth County Circuit Court House taken
during the winter-year and photographer unknown. To see more early court
house photos pages go to pages 4 & 5.

man’s conscience would
allow him to take. Dr.
Trippe then sold bran and
shorts at an advance on only
2 cents per bushel, a course
which may seem incredible
to millers now. Some of the
farmers drove their cattle to

N EW O FFICERS E LECTED
New officers and directors were elected at the
annual meeting of the
Walworth County Historical Society held at
Heritage Hall on October, 2015.
Jim

Boardman

was

Christmas Tree Walk

AT

the timber land, keeping
them on browse. There
was a total suspension of
lumbering business and deer
hunting, the snow blockading every track. This was
long known as “the hard
winter.”

A NNUAL M EETING

elected president with
Mike Wozny elected as
vice president.
Julie
Lynn was elected as the
new treasurer. Gwen
Tveter continues as secretary. Other current
directors on the Board of
Directors include: Marra

Andreas, Pat Blackmer,
Frank Eames, Martha
Hay, Helene Hurdis,
Tom Kleist, Dan
Richardson, Kay Sargent,
Ilene Sheahan and Doris
M. Reinke.

More photos and
participants
on
page 6.
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WESTGATE I & II

"W ITHOUT
MEMORY ,
THERE IS NO
CULTURE .
W ITHOUT
MEMORY ,
THERE
WOULD BE
NO
CIVILIZATIO
N , NO
SOCIETY , NO
FUTURE ."

- E LIE

W IESEL

Gertrude Allen’s father
Charles amassed his fortune from his father’s
tannery, Central Leather
Company. Coming to
Lake Geneva from a
summer home in
Kenosha 27 year old
Gertrude Allen purchased land from the
Ayers Fontana estate,
the Oaks, so named because of the numerous
oak trees. Her dream
home was to be an English country estate so she
imported the British architect, Clement B. Brun
to design and supervise
the construction of an
English Tudor manor
house. In 1918 when the
home was being built
Gertrude
married
George R. Westgate.
During that summer the
newlyweds stayed in the
area supervising the
construction of the

grand estate. When
Gertrude returned to
New York that fall she
contracted the deadly
influenza that swept
across the world killing
more that twenty million
people one of which was
Gertrude. George inherited most of her estate
including Westgate and
the surrounding property. The home was a
typical large English
manor house. The British architect was most
precise about construction details. Built of
granite blocks, the outside walls were two feet
thick. Solid concrete
formed the 145 foot
foundation and the roof
was of cypress shakes.
A handsome stone cut
wall still in existence
surrounded the original
22 acres. Also a part of
the estate plan and com-

pleted before the main
house was a coach house
with generous living accommodations. The
principal rooms of the
summer mansion were
conspicuously large. An
oversized fireplace in
the dining room, reminiscent of an old castle
reputedly caused confusion among the workmen and the architect
had them tear it down
twice while he strove for
absolute perfection in
detail and workmanship.
In the living room a pink
granite fireplace dominated almost the entire
22 foot wall. On the second floor, a wing was
provided for children,
with bedrooms opening
to a central room intended first as a playroom and later to serve
as a recreation area. (See
page
7 …………… )

3 RD A NNUAL V ETERANS D AY T RIBUTE
Over seventy citizens attended
this year’s Tribute to Walworth
County Veterans held on Veterans Day at Heritage Hall. Keynote speaker Major General
Grant Mulder spoke to the
crowd about the history of warfare from World War I to the
present. Veterans, pictured left,
introduced themselves and told
of their service.
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M EET THE NEW WCHS BOARD P RESIDENT -J IM B OARDMAN
It was suggested by some of the
directors that I formally introduce myself to the members
giving a brief history. I debated
with “self” if I should make it
short and sweet or go back a
couple of generations and really
tell where I came from without
being boring. I decided on the
latter, so here goes.
My paternal grandfather Carl
Bartmann ( Charles Boardman)
was born in Germany in 1874.
When he was 10 his family
moved to the U.S. and settled in
Muskego, Wi. where he finished
school at 14 and completed
eighth grade. His family had
always been farmers so he continued with his father until he
was 17. At this time he entered
the Army, which at that time
was called the standing
Army .He was inducted in
St.Louis, Mo. and was sent to
Fort Assinniboine, Montana, so
named after the Indian tribe that
lived in that area. That period
was still called the AmericanIndian wars. He served from
1891 until 1895 as the company
carpenter. The last year he
served under the command of
John J Pershing. He returned to
Muskego in1896 to take up
farming again. In 1897 he met
my grandmother, Mary Ferguson born in 1880. Her father was
Mathew Ferguson who came to
the U.S. in 1852 from the
County of Cork, Ireland.
Mathew served in the Union
Army from July 3, 1864 until
July 5th, 1865 upon discharge he
returned to the Milwaukee area
and met and married Sarah Evans, Sarah’s father was English
and her mother was French.
Charles and Mary married in
January 1898 and the first
daughter, Sarah was born in
December of that same year.

About 1900 the Ferguson’s relocated to Elkhorn and shortly
after my Grandparents sold their
farm in Muskego and moved to
Elkhorn as well.
At this time my Grandfather
went back to being a carpenter.
Their second Daughter Leona
was born in 1908 and then my
father Charles Jr. was born in
1911 in a house on N Lincoln St.
that is now owned by the Ed
Robers family. In 1913 my
grandfather built a barn on the
corner of Walworth and Elm
Streets. They moved into the
barn while he build a three story
house. They completed the
house in early 1914. The next
year my Aunt Sarah graduated
from Elkhorn High and wanted
to go to Whitewater Normal to
be a rural teacher. At this time
my grandparents sold the house
and rented the Brookside Stock
Farm, North of Elkhorn, from
George H Brewster of East
Troy. My grandfather thought
he could make more money
farming so he could pay for
Sarah’s education as the farm
was 296 acres. My uncle Burdell
was born in 1925 on the farm.
My father went to school in Elkhorn until the 10th grade in the
1887 building. He left school as
my grandfather needed help on
the farm due to illness.
In 1933 my father went with his
friend, Glenn Babcock, Manager
of Pure Milk Products at the
Elkhorn Condensery, to Osseo
Wi. Where they owned a cheese
and powdered milk factory. My
father liked it so well he stayed
for 12 years. In 1934 he met my
mother Amy Larson whose father’s family immigrated to Wisconsin from Norway three generations earlier. Mother Olga
Hagen’s family had come from

Oslo Norway two generations
earlier. Their name was Nommenson when they came to
Northfield, Wisconsin but there
were so many families with the
same name they changed it to
Hagen. Charles and Amy were
married in June of 1935 and my
brother Charles lll was born in
1936 and I came along in 1940.
My mother was expecting a girl.
It took her a few years to get
over it.
On March 21st, 1945 ( my
brothers 9th birthday) we moved
back to Elkhorn to live with my
paternal grandparents. This was
quite common at the time as
there was a war going on and
money was short, I celebrated
my 5th birthday 2 weeks later. I
went from kindergarten to sixth
grade in the same 1887 building

as my father, and I had 4 of
the same teachers. In junior
high about the only thing I
looked forward to was band.
Six of my classmates and I
started a Dixieland Band
called “Washington Street
Stompers” as 4 of us lived on
North and South Washington.
While in high school I stayed
in band, played football and
track three years, I didn’t go
out for sports my freshman
year as I was too busy after
school delivering the Milwaukee Journal to 120 homes. I
graduated in 1958 and went
to work with my father at
Elkhorn Hardware installing
furnaces and rain gutters as
well as hot tar roofing. In the
spring of “59” I joined the
National Guard on the buddy
system with schoolmate Ken
Brockman. We shipped out to
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri

Months later I was in Fort
Charleston Columbia,
South Carolina for four
months.
Upon returning home I
went to work for Magill &
Welkos Construction Co.
in Elkhorn. In late November of 1960 I was traveling
South on Wisconsin Street,
in my customized “57”
Buick, and met a “57” Ford
convertible with the top
down. It was snowing. The
driver was a brunette and
the passenger was blond
with her head back catching
snowflakes on her tongue.
I thought I’ve got to meet
her, that’s my kind of girl.
I cruised around trying to
find them and pulled into
the Sinclair station at the
same time they pulled in
from the opposite direction. It turns out the station attendant was a mutual friend, Ron Marty.
This is when I met the Love
of my life Katherine Joanne
Nelson. Her father Dr.
Michael Nelson had been a
Physician/Surgeon at
Swedish American Hospital
in Chicago and had his own
clinic on North California
Ave. Dr. Nelson was born
in Voss Norway in 1868
and was 75 when Katherine
was born. He married his
RN Hildegarde Hultgren
born in Vansbro, Sweden in
1904. She came to Chicago
in her 20’s. She was 38
when Katherine was born.
(See Boardman Page 8…)
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E ARLY W ALWORTH C OUNTY C OURT H OUSES
Editor’s Note: The following
are descriptions of the first
three Walworth County
court houses as found in A.
C. Beckwith’s HISTORY OF
WALWORTH COUNTY,
1912.
The First Court House
“Before April, 1839, Mr.
Rockwell had built for the
county a small office on the
north side of the park, at or
near the northeast corner of
Court and Broad Streets. It
was about eighteen by twenty
-two feet on the ground, a
low story in height, with columned porch in front, plain
in its neatness, and was decently painted. It was occupied as a court room, a meet-

“J USTICE

ing place for the county commissioners, and an office for
the registry of deeds and
mortgages…”
The Second Court House
“In 1843 the second Walworth County Court House
was dedicated. “…The court
house was thirty six feet wide
and fifty-two feet long, two
stories high gabled-roofed
with four fluted and voluted
columns supporting the front
gable, which projected as a
porch, and with a belfry. It
was painted white, and had
green blinds. Its upper floor
was the court room, with
stairway at the rear, and the
bench and bar, were well
built of walnut, in front.The

pine seats and floor were
painted. Its lower floor gave
a little more elbow room to
part of the county officers and
two rooms for jury’s use. It
was for some years one of the
best court houses in the state.
It was dedicated in due form
on May 10, 1843…and again
on the following Fourth of
July to …’the blind goddess
of Justice’… …In 1874 this
court house was moved
southward to give way to
another temple to the blind
goddess…thirty-two years
after its dedication, it was
sold …to second-hand lumber and kindling wood because nobody knew of better
use for it.”
(Continued on page 5…)

IS
SWEET AND
MUSICAL ; BUT
INJUSTICE IS
HARSH AND
DISCORDANT ”
-H ENRY D AVID T HOREAU

WCHS Archives

WCHS Archives
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E ARLY W ALWORTH C OUNTY C OURT H OUSES
The Third Court House
“In 1873 the board of supervisors calculated plausibly
that a panic period, by reason
of lower prices of materials
and a scarcity of employment
for mechanics and laborers
was a favorable time at which
to build a new court house…
limiting the cost to twentyfive thousand dollars…
Though neither architecturally beautiful nor structurally
perfect, the courthouse is a
fairly good building for its
purposes. Court room, library room and jury rooms
fill its upper floor. Below are
two safety vaulted offices, the

one for the clerk of court, the
other for the county clerk and
the treasurer…Alterations
and improvements have been
made, and the whole house is
now steam heated and electric
lighted. Much of the office
furniture is of steel. Water is
conveniently provided by the
city’s works. It may even
now be nearly or quite forgotten …that the tower and
dome once held aloft a colossal figure of Justice carved of
wood by an artist of Milwaukee…the stature nine feet or
more, decently clad and lawfully equipped (with sword
and scales), as to features as

awfully beautiful as a Lithuanian Medusa, her petrifying
gaze turned sternly toward
the state line…Her scale pans
were soon blown away, but
she kept her right hand on her
sword until 1884 when an
irreverent thunderbolt reduced her to chips and splinters.”

“J USTICE HAS
NOTHING TO
DO WITH
WHAT GOES ON
IN A
COURTROOM ;
J USTICE IS
WHAT COMES
OUT OF A
COURTROOM ”
WCHS Archives

WCHS Archives

-C LARENCE D ARROW
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WCHS C HRISTMAS T REE W ALK 2015
WCHS thanks the following
organizations and businesses
who participated in the 2015
Christmas Tree Walk:

Walworth County, Daughters
of Union Veterans of the Civil
War 1861-1865 Tent #23,
Curves of Elkhorn, NAPA
Auto Parts, J&J Sanitary DisCub Scout Pack # 225, Walposal, Sons of Norway, A+
worth County Genealogical
Auctions of Delavan, WisconSociety, 4-H Junior Leaders of
sin School for the Deaf,

Eunice Abresch, East Troy
Area Historical Society, and
Peggy Murphy Photography.

Happy Holidays!

“Christmas
waves a magic
wand over this
world, and behold, everything is softer
and more
beautiful.”
-Norman Vincent Peale

T WENTY

TOOK PART IN

Over twenty participants
took part in the follow up
walk through Whitewater
Effigy Mounds Preserve
led by Kori Oberle and
Richard Helmick October
17, 2015. This was in conjuntion with a lecture on
the mounds they presented
a few days earlier at Heritage Hall.

E FFIGY M OUNDS W ALK
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W ESTGATE , CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2...
The basement was also
designed for sports, and
games. It had a bowling
alley, billiard and pool
tables and hobby rooms.
The home begun in 1917
and finally completed in
the early 1920’s was
sturdy and handsome and
would have been a source
of pleasure for Gertrude
had she lived to see it.
In 1940 George
sold the home to
the Pisors. The
property was subdivided and the
coach house on the
eastern portion of
the property was a
separate property
called Eastgate
and it still exists today. After
the Pisors sold the Westgate mansion the present
owners razed the house in
2008 and subdivided the
property into three parcels.
WESTGATE II
Even though the original
Granite English manor
house no longer stands on
the Geneva Lake shoreline
it is memorialized in Westgate II, the miniature begun in 1979 and completed
in 1981 by Marie Pisors
who created an amazing
reproduction in every detail of the home where she
lived for a time. The project started with photography done by Duncan
Fleming to capture every
precise detail and then he
built an eight foot long,
five and a half foot wide

and four and a half foot
high shell of the replica to
be. Ellie Fleming, Duncan’s wife owned the Inch
Worm in Lake Geneva
which provided miniatures. At that time creating
miniatures was a popular
hobby. Marie Pisors then
spent hundreds of hours
gluing shingles applying
pebbles to the exterior,

gluing shingles to the roof
and siding the
exterior. Inside walls were
stained, electric lighting
installed, fireplaces built,
matching carpets and fabrics on the furnishings,
hand carving a dining
room set and spending
thousands of dollars getting every detail reproduced right down to getting professional artists to
replicate pictures on her
walls. Even the feathers on
the tiny parrot in the tiny
bird cage came from her
parrot Penny. Seasonal
decorations for Halloween
and Christmas are provided. In 1996 when Marie
moved out of the house
she presented the miniature to the Pabst mansion.

That same year the Royal
Joy Williams chapter of
Questers was formed by
Gwen Tveter and Jackie
Walbrandt. Gwen was
president of the Explorare
Chapter at the time and
decided it was time for a
couples group. The
Questers are interested in
preservation and restoration of antiques and landmarks. Three
years later,
f e l l o w
Questers
D u n c a n
Fleming,
Ellie, Jackie
Walbrandt
and
Gwen
Tveter went
to the Pabst
Mansion only
to discover the replica was
in an obscure hallway and
not really on display. We
negotiated to have it return
to its home, Walworth
County. Gwen paid the
freight to have it shipped
to the Webster House on
the Walworth County Historical Society grounds.
Jackie, then president of
the society, had the window removed from the
museum wall so the miniature could be placed into
the museum where it resides prominently on display today. We invite you
to the museum in the
spring when the museum
reopens for visitors.

“T HOSE WHO
DON ' T KNOW
HISTORY ARE
DOOMED TO
REPEAT IT .”
- E DMUND B URKE

W

Historic Walworth County Photograph

W ALWORTH C OUNTY
H ISTORICAL S OCIETY

9 East Rockwell Street
P.O. Box 273
Elkhorn, WI 53120
Phone: 262-723-7848
E-mail: walcohistory@tds.net
WEB SITE:
WWW. WALCOHISTORY.ORG

For more information concerning
the article topics and/or photographs call, write, visit or e-mail
the Doris M. Reinke Resource
Center, 210 S. Washington Street,
Elkhorn, WI.
"COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND SHARING
THE RICH HISTORY OF WALWORTH
COUNTY"

B OARDMAN ,
Now to the real important
stuff! Katherine has always
gone by her middle name of
Joanne, which is easier to type.
Joanne and I were married
shortly after her high school
graduation in 1961. We lived
with my paternal grandmother
for a while as my grandfather
had passed and she was lonesome, plus it was a 5 bedroom
home. That same fall the 32nd
Division National Guard was
activated and we drove to Fort
Lewis, Washington. We found
an upper apartment in Olympia,
Washington and resided there
until late summer of 1962.
While we were there our first
son James Michael was born,
non-military issue.
We came back to Elkhorn and
bought a home at 236 West

for basic training. Two months later I was in Fort Charleston Columbia,
South Carolina for four months.
Upon returning home I went to work for Magill & Welkos Construction
Co. in Elkhorn. In late November of 1960 I was traveling South on Wisconsin Street, in my customized “57” Buick, and met a “57” Ford convertible
with the top down and it was snowing. The driver was a brunette and the
passenger was blond with her head back catching snowflakes on her tounge.
I thought I’ve got to meet her, that’s my kind of girl. I cruised around trying to find them and pulled into the Sinclair station at the same time they
pulled in from the opposite direction. It turns out the station attendant was
a mutual friend, Ron Marty. This is when I met the Love of my life Katherine Joanne Nelson, her father Dr. Michael Nelson had been a Physician/
Surgeon at Swedish American Hospital in Chicago and had his own clinic on
North California Ave. Dr. Nelson was born in Voss Norway in 1868 and
was 75 when Katherine
was born.
He married
his RNSociety
Hildegarde
Hultgren
Walworth
County
Historical
Archives
born in Vansbro, Sweden in 1904 and came to Chicago in her 20’s, she was
Zenda, WI: An overflow crowd of over 500 met here June 7, 1954
to protest construction of the Air Force Academy at nearby Lake
Geneva. Air Force Secretary Talbott was to arrive the next day
with lawyers, engineers, and architects as Lake Geneva was reported to rank as the top site for the “West Point of the Air.”
United Press Telephoto-Photographer unknown.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

Second Ave. While we were
there our second son Jeffery
Scott was born in 1964. In February of 1967 our first daughter
Julie Kristen was born. The
900 square foot house was too
small so we bought a lot two
blocks north from Al Netteshiem and began to build our
dream house. We moved in on
April 1st 1968 at 312 West
Fourth Ave., where we still
reside, and welcomed our 2nd
daughter Jodi Leigh.
That
pretty well brings you up to
speed except what I did for the
last 55 or 56 years. Well besides being married for over 54
years and having four children
we also have seven beautiful
granddaughters and one handsome great grandson .

As for occupations; I have
worked for Magill & Welkos
Construction, Elkhorn
NAPA Auto Parts, owned
and operated Jim’s Parts
Place, was service manager
for Lynch Chevrolet in Burlington, parts manager and
dispatcher for Mann Brothers, Prudential Financial
Agent, Mann Capital Management and I am currently
managing the Whitewater
Limestone Pit. Part time I
have worked at Sinclair,
Shell and Clark stations and
as a police officer in Elkhorn.
As to my many volunteer
years which include president of Elkhorn Fire and
Police Commission, Jaycees,

3...

DECCA Advisory board for
Elkhorn High School, power
mechanics advisory board at
Gateway Tech, Walworth
County Draft Board, Sunday
school Teacher at First Methodist Church and church council
member at Norwegian Lutheran Church. I was also an
EMT with Elkhorn Ambulance
for over 15 years. I have also
served as alderman on the City
of Elkhorn City Council 8
years.
I guess that is all that I can
brag about now--and yes,
Joanne did raise our children as
I was very seldom home and
she did an excellent job!
Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year to all!!

