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Veterans’ Room Opens at Heritage Hall
What better time to
acknowledge and honor the
actions of our heroic veterans
in Walworth County and their
commitment to the preservation of military memorabilia
and history than November
11th – VETERANS DAY!
Thanks to the efforts of
County Administrator, Dave
Bretl, Walworth County Historical Society President,
Doris Reinke and county veterans representing the Walworth County Council of the
American Legion, Bob Webster, Bill Sigmund and Bob
Miller, a dream became a
reality when the WCHS established a room in Heritage Hall
for the express purpose of
displaying county donations
of military artifacts and
memorabilia.
Diligently
working to prepare for the
exhibit and grand opening
were Ilene Sheahan and a
crew of volunteers who renovated the room, accessioned

Webster House Becomes
Backdrop for Television
Series Episode

Veterans from around Walworth County looked over the artifacts that had already been donated to the Veterans’ Room, Monday, November 11, 2013.

the donations and set-up displays for the grand opening on
November 11th.
Following a remarkable program dedicated to the veterans, guests were free to tour
the military room and permanent displays. To date donations have consisted of medals,
maps, photos, uniforms, letters, guns, helmets, bayonets
and newspapers. The

Nearly 100 attended the dedication of the Veterans’ Room at Heritage Hall
November 11, 2013. Here each of the many veterans in attendance introduced
themselves and noted their service in the armed forces.

collection houses memorabilia and artifacts from the

Spanish American War
through our current military involvement. Civil
War memorabilia will continue to be displayed at
the Webster House Museum.
Individuals
wishing
more information or who
have items to donate
should contact the following: Bob Miller, 279-6429;
Bill Sigmund, 723-2152 or
Bob Webster, 275-6587.
The days and hours that
the room will be open
have not yet been determined.

Recently the Discovery
Chanel contacted Walworth County Historical
Society regarding the use
of Webster House Museum as the backdrop for
the taping of an episode of
“Monsters and Mysteries
in America.” Author Chad
Lewis, a paranormal expert, drove to Elkhorn from
Minneapolis to be filmed
at the museum for the episode which will air in January, 2014. The Discovery
Channel assured us that
the Walworth County Historical Society will be given
special
thanks
in the
credits
of the
program.
(that
is, if we do not end up on
the cutting room floor!!).
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Heritage Hall Christmas Tree Walk & Bazaar

“If you don't know
history, then you

Visitors to Elkhorn the
weekend of December
7th will have plenty of
opportunities to get
into the spirit of Christmas. In addition to the
tree lighting in the park
on Friday evening and
the traditional parade on Saturday
afternoon, the Walworth County Historical Society is planning a Christmas
Tree Walk at its new
Heritage Hall facility.
The walk will display
decorated
Christmas trees provided by area businesses, individuals
and organizations in
the first completed
portion of the former
Betts Funeral Home
that was purchased
last year by the Historical Society for
badly needed addi-

tional space for meetings and exhibits. In
addition to the display
of decorated trees,
there will be a bazaar
featuring a large collection of donated tree
ornaments and other

items for sale. Light
refreshments will also
be available.
The walk will be
open during specific
hours the weekend of
December 7th: 5-8 pm
on Friday evening to
coincide with the tree
lighting ceremony in
the park; 10 am to 4
pm on Saturday to
provide time before
and after the parade;
and 11 am to 3 pm
on Sunday to permit
a stop after church.
Heritage Hall is
located
directly
across from the Webster House Museum
on the corner of E.
Rockwell
and
S.
Washington streets,
just a block south of
downtown Elkhorn.

don't know anything.
You are a leaf that
doesn't know it is
part of a tree. ”
--Michael Chrichton

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
The historical society
welcomes two new board
members to its ranks.
Elected at the annual dinner
meeting in October were
Catherine “Kay” Sargent of
Delavan and Michael Wozny
of the Village of East Troy.
Sargent is a retired
teacher having spent her
career at the Wisconsin
School for the Deaf where
she taught computer sci-

ence. She brings a multitude of computer skills to
the society, creative ideas,
enthusiasm and organizational skills. Kay will be
dealing directly with membership.
Wozny, who is a recent
retiree, brings his life-long
love of history to the group.
Michael is a Civil War buff
and organizer of the Grand
Army of the Republic, Post

#8 which is a group of senior re-enactors. He also has
in-depth knowledge of military memorabilia and artifacts. He is currently planning a late 1800’s encampment on the grounds of the
historical society to coincide
with our annual ice cream
social in July.
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Heritage Hall Donor Categories Set
Voting unanimously the WCHS Board of Directors established the following donor category
designations and amounts for Heritage Hall Donors at their November 2013 meeting:
Reuben Hyde Walworth Benefactor (Rock & 5 Stars)

$50,000

Dr. Mary Reynolds Associate (5 Stars)

$25,000-$49,999

Samuel Phoenix Contributor (4 Stars)

$10,000-$24,999

John Fox Potter Patron (3 Stars)

$ 5,000-$ 9,999

Mary Sturgis Partner (2 Stars)

$ 1,000-$ 4,999

John Appleby Preservationist (1 Star)

$

100-$

999

All donors; regardless of amount donated will be listed in the Heritage Hall Donor Book to be kept
near the Donor Tree in Heritage Hall. Each donor at $100 or more will be designated on a leaf on
the Donor Tree with his or her name or dedication with the appropriate number of stars noted.

Donor Category Names Explained
Each of the various levels or categories of donations for the Donor Tree in Heritage Hall were
named for a significant individual in the history of Walworth County. The main contribution of each
historic individual to the history of the county is as follows:

“Study the

Reuben Hyde Walworth was a well-known and highly regarded judge as well as a leader for
temperance in the State of New York. Walworth never set foot in his namesake county, but many
settlers of the county were also much in favor of temperance and thus his name was given to the
new county.

Dr. Mary Reynolds was an Elkhorn doctor. She received her degree from Women’s Medical
College in Philadelphia in 1861. She carried on the medical practice of her husband, Benoni Reynolds, during the war while he served in the army. She was also very active in the Ladies’ Aid Society. Doctors Reynolds continued their practice in Lake Geneva when they moved there in 1866.

Samuel Phoenix was a Baptist minister and temperance leader who came to the Wisconsin
Territory with his brother in 1836. He staked several claims in the Delavan area and established a
temperance colony there. He is credited with naming Walworth County.

John Fox Potter was an early settler on what became his namesake lake in the Town of East
Troy. Potter, an attorney, was the first Representative to the United States House of Representatives from Wisconsin’s First District, an early judge, and postmaster in the county as well.

Mary Sturges was a community leader in Lake Geneva and willed the original Lake Geneva Library to the city of Lake Geneva. The current library there stands on the same property deeded to
the city by Sturges.

John Appleby was the inventor and innovator of agricultural implements--most especially the
Appleby knotter used to bind hay bales with twine rather than metal wire. Appleby’s invention prevented cattle from ingesting pieces of metal wire during feeding.

past if you
would
define the
future.”
-Confucius

THE 2013 ANNUAL MEETING OF WALWORTH
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY HELD IN NEW
FACILITY AT HERITAGE HALL

W
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"Collecting, Preserving and Sharing
the Rich History of Walworth County"

Frank Eames conducts elections for new members of board of directors and
officers of Walworth County Historical Society.

You Can Help WCHS Continue To Tell Our Story
In order to tell the story of the history of our county, the Walworth County Historical
Society has established as its mission the “...collection, preservation and sharing of
the rich history of Walworth County.” WCHS has established the Webster House,
Boyd Carriage Barn, Reinke Resource Center, Blooming Prairie School House, Old
Sharon Town Hall and most recently, Heritage Hall in which to carry out its mission.
These facilities give everyone the opportunity to get involved in the storytelling of
our county. This continually unfolding story reminds us not only how people lived
but also what values they held to be important. In order for this story to be properly
told, the WCHS is asking for your support in providing adequate facilities and equipment to tell the story. Your financial support can help the WCHS continue to tell our
story to future generations.

Happy Holidays!!

