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           The legacy   
Walworth  County  Histor ical  Society  

Calendar for 2013 
 

Friends of the Museum meet the 

3rd Tuesday of every month at the 

Webster House Museum 

 
_____________ 

 
 

Ice Cream Social & Volunteer 

Appreciation 

Sunday, July 14th, 2 pm 

 
____________ 

 

 

WCHS Book Sale 

Walworth County Fairgrounds 

August 28th - September 2nd 

9am - 4 pm 

 
___________ 

 

 

Webster House Museum 

Wed-Sat, 1-5 pm 

9 E. Rockwell St., Elkhorn 

  Or by appointment  

or for group tours 

 262-723-4248 

 
__________________ 

 

Doris Reinke Resource Center 

210 S. Washington St., Elkhorn 

Wed-Thurs 1-4 pm  or by 

appointment  262-723-7848 

 

 

 VISIT AN HISTORICAL SITE THIS SUMMER 
 
  Besides the Webster House and Black Point there are other 
historical sites in Walworth County to visit. Here’s a few that 
have been added to the National Registry list since 2000. 
Stop and view one this summer. 
 
 
A. The Whitewater Hotel located at 226 W. Whitewater St. in 

Whitewater. The hotel was built in 1894 and then remod-
eled in 2006. 

 
B. Car #26 known as the Sheboygan Light, Power and Rail 
     way Company car is part of the East Troy Electric Rail 
     road Museum. It was built in 1908 and operated around  
     Sheboygan until the 1930’s. 
 
C. If you are in Lake Geneva there are about 20 buildings  
    within the Main Street Historic District between Center  
    and Broad streets. These buildings were deemed to have  
    historic character. 
 
D. Several additions were made in 2012 for the city of  
     Elkhorn. The Post Office located at 102 E. Walworth St.,  
     the Municipal building at the corner of Broad & Walworth  
     streets and the Band Shell in Sunset Park on Devendorf  
     street.  
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SCHOOL TOURS 

 
  School tours of the one-room school house at the fair-

grounds and the museum in Elkhorn kept us busy in May 

and the first week of June.  Fourth grade classes came for 

the all day field trip from Elkhorn, Lake Geneva, East 

Troy, Reek, and Johnson Creek. Two new docents 

helped with the museum tour - Marlene Hodek and Pat 

Blackmer. Barbara Shreves was again in charge of 

scheduling. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

ACQUISITIONS  

 

   Thelma Meyer donated a unique item for the Webster 

House kitchen. It is a combination high chair and stroller. 

Made of wood with ornamental carving, it is a fine ex-

ample of the inventiveness of our ancestors. 

   The Resource Center welcomed a set of books on early 

Norwegian immigration to America. Richard Quinney 

brought them in along with the gift of books he has au-

thored. 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

NOTICES 
 

   The Collectors’ Day scheduled for June 20th has been can-

celled due to lack of interest. 

 

                      ------------------------ 

NEW WCHS EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 
  Walworth County Historical Society no longer 

has an email address with elknet.net. Please do 

not send to this address. Our current address is 

walcohistory@tds.net for general inquir-

ies and mail or  

walworthchsnewsletter@gmail.com 
for newsletter information or donated articles. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

What kind of meetings do you, our 

members, prefer? 

 

__________          Afternoon 

__________          Evening 

__________          Week days 

__________          Luncheon meetings  

                                 with speaker 

__________          Special Events 

__________          Regular monthly  

                                 meetings 

__________          Evening dinners  

                                with speaker 

 

 

Let us know as the 2013-2014 Program 

Committee will be making plans soon. 

 

Cut and mail to WCHS, POB 273, 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 or send us an email 

at walcohistory@tds.net 

 

The Historical Society of Wal-

worth & Bigfoot Prairie can be 

visited at the Walworth town 

hall building located on Town 

Hall Road between Willow 

Bend & Brick Church roads. 

Their facility is opened on 

Wednesday from 10am - 12pm 

now thru August.  
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                  OLD FASHIONED ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
 
 

   Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Come one, come all! Come see the museum and enjoy ice cream 

with homemade toppings of chocolate, butterscotch or caramel. 

   Mrs. Webster will be there to greet you at the FRONT DOOR TO SEE THE INTE-

RIOR OF HER HISTORIC HOUSE. She will even explain why the window is in 

crimson glass. Her husband was Joseph Philbrick Webster, American songwriter and 

composer noted for his musical compositions during the Antebellum and Civil War 

periods of United States history. Among his most notable works are the ballad 

“Lorena,” often considered the most popular song for both the North and South during 

the Civil War. Webster taught and composed a variety of songs related to the war. He 

also participated as a drill sergeant for the Elkhorn “Wide Awakes”, whose role was to 

act as the local home guard. As the war came to a close, Webster focused on writing 

ballads and hymns. About this time he also opened what was considered a 

“respectable saloon” which attracted young literary men of the town with which he 

would have musical collaborations. One of these young men was Sanford Fillmore 

Bennett, who would later write the Lyrics for “In the Sweet By and By”. Webster re-

mained in Elkhorn until his death on January 18, 1875 at the age of 56. He is buried in 

the Hazel Ridge Cemetery in Elkhorn where his epitaph reads, “Joseph P. Webster. “ 

In the Sweet By and By We Shall Meet.” His former residence is now the home of the 

Walworth County Historical Society which acts as a museum to both Webster and Civ-

il War era antiques and unique items. 

   After leaving Webster’s house is the Annex which contains a miniature replica of 

Westgate a former English Country style mansion on the south shore of Geneva Lake 

recently razed. The replica was constructed by the owner in exact detail including the 

furnishings. The museum is fortunate to have saved such a prize. 

   Leaving the annex you will have the opportunity of viewing the General John W. 

Boyd personal carriage. The barn which houses the carriage was made from an old 

barn by the Lakeland builders association and the men and women of the Royal Joy 

Williams Questers in time for the Sesquicentennial of the State of Wisconsin in 1998. 

In the barn is a display picturing the construction process and personal pictures of the 

Boyd Family descendants who contributed the family pictures. General Boyd is some-

times referred to as Wisconsin’s Abraham Lincoln. 

   You are cordially invited to enjoy the buildings and the antiques and take time to re-

lax with some ice cream and a beverage. 
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      Walworth County history is fascinating, to say the least!   
                                                                                                                  By Pat Blackmer 

 

    The county was settled primarily by families who came from New England and New York.  Offi-

cially settled in 1836, these settlers included such names as Hartwell, Ellsworth, Dwinnell, Dyer, El-

der, Harrington, Phoenix and Mills to name but a few.  These people held strong abolitionist views.  

So much so, that shortly after we became a state in 1848, Wisconsin was recognized as the only state 

in the Union to declare the “Fugitive Slave Law of 1850” unconstitutional and unenforceable.  

     There were a number of historic events that led to that decision.  Dr. Edward Dyer, the first physi-

cian in the area in 1839 and Burlington’s most prominent abolitionist arrived in Delavan for the 4th of 

July celebration in 1840.  He delivered a rousing speech regarding temperance and slavery to a large 

crowd.  He predicted that in 20 years there would be a war over slavery in this country.  His predic-

tion missed its mark by a few months. 

     Southeastern Wisconsin was a key corridor for the “underground railroad” which consisted of se-

cret routes and safe houses used by black slaves to escape to freedom.  Since Canada was frequently a 

destination, our county was enroute to the ports of Milwaukee and Racine where ships would 

transport runaways north to freedom. 

     Most prominent in early Walworth County history are 

the following stories. 

     Caroline Quarlls, a light skinned black ran away, from 

her master in St. Louis at the age of 16 after she was severely 

beaten.  She came by steamboat to Alton, IL where she 

caught a stage coach to Milwaukee.  Ultimately she was 

“given up” by a fellow runaway and tracked down.  Efforts 

were made to spirit her from harm’s way.  From Milwaukee 

to Waukesha, she was eventually moved at night from farm 

to farm in Walworth County.  The Rev. S.A. Dwinnell, who 

assisted with this endeavor, helped to found the Congrega-

tional Church in Spring Prairie.  Quarlls gained her free-

dom when she was driven by wagon around southern Lake 

Michigan to Detroit where she crossed into Canada. 

     Moving a runaway was risky business and often involved secret codes.  Lanterns were hung in 

windows or handkerchiefs were tied to garden gates signifying a safe haven 

     The escape of Joshua Glover was another success story.  Glover escaped from his southern master 

and was working in a saw mill near Racine.  He was arrested, beaten and taken by wagon to the 

county jail in Milwaukee.  Saved by a mob of abolitionists who took him out of jail, he eventually was 

brought by stage to Dr. Mills’ and Deacon Puffer’s farms in Walworth County then on to Chicago, 

Detroit and Canada. 

     Evidence also exists that slaves were smuggled through Sharon Corners in our county during the 

Civil War. 

     The “Congo School” on County B in Bloomfield got its name from a black man who lived near the 

school in the mid 1800’s.  This building was also used as hideout for slaves during the Civil War. 

     And what about those red paned windows in the front parlor door at the Webster House Museum 

in Elkhorn?   If you haven’t seen them, you must stop by.   Do you think, as I do, that it signified the 

staunch abolitionist views of Joseph Webster who would open his home as a safe haven for a runaway 

slave?  It’s something to ponder, as our ancestors would say!  
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OTHER HAPPENINGS BY OUR FRIENDS 
 

     

 
 The Walworth County Genealogical Society, Inc. 
will host their annual cemetery program on Satur-
day, July 6th at the Oakwood Cemetery in Sharon, WI 
from 1pm-4pm. Visit their website at 
www.walworthcgs.com for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 /////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
 
              SPRING GROVE CEMETERY WALK 

                July 27th  from 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 
As part of the Delavan Heritage Festival, the Daughters of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, 1861-1865 Mary Chesebro Lee Detached 

Tent #23 will host a cemetery walk at the historic Spring Grove Cem-

etery in Delavan.  The event is being held to assist with raising addi-

tional funds to help restore the Civil War monument that was erected 

in May of 1870 honoring veterans of the Civil War.  At this time the 

restoration committee has succeeded in raising $12,000 on the way to 

their goal of $20,000. 

  

Members of the DUVCW will relate the stories of Civil War veterans 

buried in the cemetery.  Zoe Woelky of Lake Geneva, a descendant of 

John B. Gould will relate her ancestor’s unique history while Char-

lene and Brian Staples will portray Civil War army nurse, Mary Lee 

and her Union soldier son, Elon. Judith Manning of Waukegan will 

assume the role of Henrietta Coup, the wife of William C. Coup of 

circus history fame.  Patti Marsicano, president of the Delavan His-

torical Society and a DUV member will appear as Mrs. H.O. John-

son, whose husband was in the war.  Pat Blackmer will portray Mari-

etta Brabazon, the wife of John Brabazon who was a veteran and 

commander of the Delavan GAR.  Ken Wargo, chairman of the mon-

ument restoration committee, will be on hand at the monument to 

explain the history, symbolism and restoration process regarding the 

monument which was carved by Italian immigrant, John Bossi.   

  In addition, the mausoleum will be open for viewing.  The mausole-

um itself contains the crypts of nine Civil War Soldiers. 

 

          Join us for a beautiful day exploring Delavan’s history!   

 



   We welcome and solicit articles, citations, and photographs by members and volunteers for possi-

ble publication in The Legacy. 

Please send material or suggestions to: walworthchsnewsletter@gmail.com or WCHS, PO Box 273, 

Elkhorn, WI 53121 or call (262) 723-7848. 

Any articles must observe copyright restrictions and credit must be cited for material from other 

sources. All decisions are final and rest with the editorial staff. 

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

FORM 
NAME________________________________________________ 

ADRESS______________________________________________           

______________________________________________________ 

CITY________________STATE__________ZIP  CODE________ 

TELEPHONE_____________________  

E-MAIL______________________________________ 

 

Membership Level: (Check One) [  ] Single $15     [  ] Family $20   

[  ] Contributing $25   [  ] Patron $50    

Other: 

Donation $_________________   [   ]  Webster House Museum        

                        [   ] Heritage Hall  [   ]  General Fund 

 

Volunteering Interests: (check all that apply) 

[  ]  Computer Work  (w/ Microsoft Publisher, Word, Excel,  Access, 

Other)  

[  ]  Photography  [  ] Sewing and Fabric Conservation 

[  ]  Gardening   [  ]  Tour Guide (Docent)   [  ]  Research Assistant 

[  ]  Baking   [  ]  Painting & Maintenance   [  ]  Other __________ 
 

Please clip and send this form to:   Walworth County Historical Society, P.O. Box 273,     
      Elkhorn, WI  53121 
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WALWORTH COUNTY 

HISTORICAL  

 SOCIETY 

     9 East Rockwell Street 
 

P.O. BOX 273 
ELKHORN, WI 53121 

 
Phone: 262-723-4248 

E-mail:  

walcohistory@tds.net 

Web Site: 

www.walcohistory.org 

            Newsletter: 

   walworthchsnewsletter@ 

              gmail.com 

 

Officers 

 

Doris Reinke  

President 

 

Dan Richardson 

Vice-President 

 

Gwen Tveter, Secretary 

 

Donna Elbert, Treasurer 

 
 

Board Members 

 

Merrybell Seeber  

Helene Hurdis 

Frank Eames  

Don Rutkowski  

Ilene Sheahan  

Pat Blackmer  

Julie Taylor 

Jim Boardman 

 

Past President 

 

Dan Richardson 

            COLLECTING,  

           PRESERVING  

                   AND  

               SHARING  

   THE RICH HISTORY OF     

    WALWORTH COUNTY 

                     Our Wish List 
Can you help out by contributing one or 

more from the list below? Contributions of  

these  items will help keep our costs down. 

    Paper towels, toilet paper, hand soap 
    Photos or your family members, places  

    and/or events from  Walworth County 

    A copy of your Walworth County family  
    history 

    Plastic cups, plates, bowls, napkins 

Garbage bags, light bulbs, & postage stamps 



Walworth County Historical Society 

P.O.  Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 

 

WALWORTH COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

www.walcohistory.org 

CORNERS OF ROCKWELL & WASHINGTON STS 

Webster House Museum: Wed thru Sat 1-5 pm  262-723-4248  (Seasonal) 

Doris Reinke Resource Center: Wed & Thurs 1-4 pm  262-723-7848 

Or By Appointments 

 
“COLLECTING, PRESERVING AND SHARING THE RICH HISTORY OF WALWORTH COUNTY” 


