
known for his work in 
the area of mass trans-
portation systems. 

The two 40”  lenses 
were ground from two 
optically perfect glass 
disks. 

The Yerkes Observa-
tory archive  contains 
over 17,000 glass plate 
images. 

Albert Einstein, Carl 
Sagan, Edwin Hubble, 
Otto Struve and 
S u b r a h m a n y a n 
Chandrasekhar are 
among the many well- 
known scientists to 
have vis i ted and 
worked at Yerkes over 
the 117 years. 

      Sitting atop a hill in 
Williams Bay, Walworth 
County, Wisconsin is one of 
the great  iconic structures 
in the history of science--
Yerkes Astronomical Ob-
servatory.  This year Yerkes 
Observatory enters its 
117th year of making some 
of the most striking astro-
nomical discoveries in the 
past two centuries.  Here 
are some well-known and 
not-so-well-known facts 
about this facility: 

The 40” refracting tele-
scope at Yerkes is the 
largest refracting tele-
scope used for scientific 
purposes ever. 

Yerkes is 1050 feet 
above sea level in Wil-
liams Bay, Wisconsin 

Although founded by 
George Ellery Hale 
who is known in astro-
nomical circles for his 
spectroheliograph, the 
observatory was fi-
nanced by Charles T. 
Yerkes, an American 
financier who was 

754 ENTERS 117TH YEAR OF DISCOVERIES 

VETERANS DAY PROGRAM SLATED 

  Using Heritage Hall lo-
cated at 103 Rockwell 
Street and the Veterans 
Room located therein, Wal-
worth County Veterans in 
conjunction with Walworth 
County Historical Society 
have scheduled a second 
annual Veterans Day Pro-
gram for November 11,  

2014 at 1:00 p.m. The pub-
lic is invited.  

Members of various V.F.W. 
and Legion posts and mem-
bers of WCHS will partici-
pate in the program for a 
second year.  Last year over 
70 people attended the Vet-
erans Day Program as 

WCHS  launched the par-
tially renovated building 
which includes a large 
meeting room with state of 
the art audio-visual compo-
nents and the Veterans  
Room which is open from 1
-4 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. 
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GRAND OLD BUILDINGS   

WALWORTH COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

WALWORTH COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS BUILDING 

Courthouse and Register of Deeds Building as 
they appeared together on the Square in Elkhorn 
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WALWORTH COUNTY,  WISCONSIN 

WALWORTH COUNTY POOR HOUSE 

WALWORTH COUNTY JAIL 

WALWORTH COUNTY INSANE ASYLUM 

Walworth County Buildings as they once appeared together on the County Farm 



Editor’s Note:  This is Part II of a serial-
ized article by Ms. Andreas.  Part I 
appeared in the previous edition of The 
Legacy and Part III will appear in the 
next Legacy. 

Part II 

In 1987, Elkhorn 
once held a 4th of July parade, 
to commemorate not only the 
holiday, but also the 150th 
anniversary of the founding of 
Elkhorn.  Colonel Samuel 
Phoenix first explored this 
area in early July of 1836.  
Elkhorn was also the setting 
for a Fourth of July celebra-
tion that also served as the 
second dedication of the 
County Courthouse in 1844, 
at which Charles Baker gave 
an “excellent oration” that 
dedicated the building “to the 
blind goddess of justice.”  
However, Elkhorn most often 
celebrates with the band con-
certs and fireworks, which 
have been a long-standing 
staple even before the days of 
Frank Holton and his instru-
ment manufacturing plants.  
The first combination on re-
cord was held in 1883, 
though delayed by a rain 
shower, according to the Elk-
horn Independent:  “It is now 
proposed…to put the Band 
and the fireworks into a neat 
little evening program for a 
park entertainment.”  Previ-
ously, the Elkhorn Coronet 
Band performed during the 
1858, 1859, and 1862 obser-
vances of the holiday in Elk-
horn, as well as in other areas 
in the years of the Civil War.   
Whitewater has also had a 
long tradition of celebrating 
the Fourth.  In 1840, a local 

barn was turned into a hall 
where Dr. James McNish of 
Geneva provided a speech on 
intemperance and slavery.  In 
more recent years, the town 
is home to a family-oriented 
festival that encompasses a 
parade, carnival, and all kinds 
of entertainment from bands 
and water-ski teams.  Starting 
in 2003, the city of Delavan 
has reinstated a parade to 
honor our nation’s birthday, 
which is now a part of their 
weekend-long event alongside 
the cardboard boat race, fish-
ing derby, and flag ceremony 
at Veteran’s Park.   Each July, 
fireworks and patriotic cele-
brations of many kinds con-
tinue across the county in the 
long-standing traditions fore-
seen by founding father and 
President, John Adams:  “It 
ought to be solemnized with 
Pomp and Parade, with Shews 
[Shows], Games, Sports, 
Guns, Bells, Bonfires and 
Illuminations from one End of 
this Continent to the other 
from this Time forward for-
ever more.” 

Memorial Day has its 
origins much later than that of 
the 4th of July.  After the Civil 
War, General John A. Logan 
wrote a general order on May 
5, 1868 setting apart May 30 
as a day “for the purpose of 
strewing flowers or otherwise 
decorating the graves of com-
rades who died in defense of 
their country during the late 
rebellion.”  The idea spread 
across the North, and by 
1890, all states north of the 
Mason-Dixon Line had made 

“Decoration Day” an official 
state holiday.  Their Southern 
brethren did not follow the 
northern pattern of having 
one day in May to decorate 
the graves of fallen soldiers.  
Instead, it was commemo-
rated in cities, towns, and 
villages on important dates in 
the Spring and early Summer 
months.  After World War 1, 
there was a shift concerning 
the holiday.  Not only would 
the graves of Civil War sol-
diers be honored, but it 
would be expanded to include 
all soldiers killed in action, or 
as a result of injuries sustained 
from combat, in any Ameri-
can War.  At that point, the 
South celebrated on May 30 
with the rest of the country.  
The name of the holiday was 
changed in  1967 to 
“Memorial Day” and creating 
a 3 day weekend was behind 
the purpose of moving the 
date from specifically May 30 
to the last Monday in May.   

 The majority of the 
communities in Walworth 
County have Memorial Day 
parades and services; in many 
cases the bands from the re-
spective middle and high 
schools take part with patri-
otic selections.  In the past, 
GAR posts would play a large 
role in the day’s memorials; 
today, that role is filled by the 
VFW and American Legion.  
For more than a century, the 
residents of Tibbets & Sugar 
Creek have conducted its 
observance of the day that is 
concluded with the honoring                         

          (Continued on Page 5)

A DAY TO REMEMBER BY MARRA ANDREAS ,  PART II 

 

“FREEDOM 

IS NEVER 

GIVEN ,  IT 

IS WON” 
-A PHILIP RANDOLPH 
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  Thirty women enjoyed an 
afternoon presentation enti-
tled “Aprons:  Our Ties 
to the Past” presented 
by Karen Jo Walsh and 
Marsha Enquist from 
the Geneva Lakes Mu-
seum at Heritage Hall, 
September 18th. 

  An apron is simply an 
over garment worn in the 
front to protect the clothing 
under it or the body of the 
person wearing it.  The origin 
of the word is French and 

literally means a small table-
cloth.   

  Of particular interest 
were the facts that 
aprons extend the life 
of clothing, were Vic-
torian fashion state-
ments, distinguished 
tradesmen and work-
ing class women and 

were utilized by fraternal 
organizations.  The Industrial 
Revolution necessitated the 
creation of specialized aprons 
for work. 

 Between 1914-1929 one 
could purchase a Hoover 
apron for a mere 69 cents or a 
Pickford apron for just 29 
cents.  From 1920-1970 the  
Gingham color burst ensued 
and aprons of red, pink and 
t u r q u o i s e  a b o u n d e d .  
McCall’s apron patterns were 
popular among those who 
sewed. 

  The apron program was 
further enhanced when indi-
viduals brought their own 
aprons and shared historical 

vignettes of the aprons. 

              APRON STRINGS 

“A DAY TO REMEMBER , ” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

from the other remembrances 
held that day.  Starting in 
1874, and continuing to the 
present day, a cenotaph ser-
vice was founded by principal 
of the Lake Geneva Young 
Women’s Academy, Mrs. 
Julia A. Warner.  (A ceno-
taph, by the way, is a struc-
ture or statue built to honor 
the people who were killed in 
a war, especially if they are 
buried someplace else.)  Dur-
ing the program, a wreath is 
placed in memoriam of the 
members of the Armed 
Forces, and various readings 
are given, usually including 
General Logan’s proclama-
tion, the Gettysburg Address, 
and the famous poem from 
World War 1—“In Flanders 
Fields.” For many years, the 
Treble Clef choir from 
Badger High School has per-
formed the Memorial Day 
Cenotaph Song.  The first 
verse of this simple choral 

piece by Samuel N. Mitchell 
and H. P Danks provides a 
fitting sentiment for the day’s 
proceedings:  “We deck their 
graves alike today with flow-
ers fresh and fair and o’er 
each grassy mound of clay we 
lay our flowers with care.  As 
o’er each sleeping hero’s head 
our offerings are placed, the 
bravery of our honored dead 
shall never be erased.”In a 
similar vein, Veteran’s Day 
honors the service of Ameri-
can men and women from all 
wars and conflicts. This holi-
day had just as many changes 
in its observance and meaning 
as did Memorial Day.  Armi-
stice Day, as this holiday was 
first named, was the idea of 
President Woodrow Wilson 
in 1919 as a way to reflect in 
gratitude on the victorious 
service of the troops that 
fought during World War 1, 
and as a way to reach out to 
other nations in peace …... 

of veterans who have been 
laid to rest in the Mount 
Pleasant Cemetery.   Twenty 
years ago, students at Sharon 
Community School worked 
to clean up a portion of the 
“Memorial Sidewalk” that had 
become overgrown with dis-
use.  The sidewalk connected 
the village of Sharon to the 
Oakwood Cemetery and was 
established in 1904 by Eva 
and Mary Bird, two teachers 
at the school.  Other records 
show that events were held to 
raise funds to construct the 
sidewalk, which was created 
from bricks with the names of 
donors and Civil War soldiers 
inscribed in them.  No doubt 
school children once used this 
walkway during their Memo-
rial Day celebrations as they 
sought to honor the veterans 
at their final resting place.   

Lake Geneva has a unique 
tradition that sets their Me-
morial Day celebration apart 

 

“A HERO IS 

SOMEONE WHO 

HAS GIVEN HIS 

OR HER LIFE TO 

SOMETHING 

BIGGER THAN 

ONESELF . ” 
-JOSEPH CAMPBELL 
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Karen Jo Walsh presenting historic 
information about aprons. 



The following have been re-
cently added to the growing 
collections and archives of 
Walworth County Historical 
Society:   

*Elkhorn High School Di-
ploma (dated 1917)--
transferred from East Troy 
Area Historical Society 

*1962 Whitewater State Uni-
versity Minnieska [Yearbook]--
donated by Dan Richardson 

*Seven vintage press photo-
graphs of the USS Wisconsin 

along with the press story and 
copy of the newspaper article 
in which the photograph ap-
peared. Anonymous donor 

*Two Milk Strike Press Pho-
tographs 1933--Anonymous 
donor             

You are welcome to help 
WCHS continue to fulfill its 
mission “...to collect, pre-
serve and share the rich his-
tory of Walworth County.”  If 
you have a document, photo-
graph or any other artifact 

that is directly related to the 
history of Walworth County, 
Wisconsin and/or the United 
States that you would like the 
Walworth County Historical 
Society to consider adding to 
its archives and/or collection 
with you as the donor,  please 
feel free to call 262-723-4248 
and leave a message. 

 

Mann, Nancy Lehman, Donna 
Elbert, Gwen Tveter, Ruth 
Cook, Kenneth L. Richard-
son, Warren G. Richardson 

 

If you would like to have your 
name or the name of someone 
important to you and/or your 
family contact the Walworth 
County Historical Society 
Heritage Hall Donor Tree 

The names listed below are 
those who either donated to 
the Heritage Hall Renovation 
Fund or had money donated 
on their behalf: 

Merrybell Seeber, Dan 
Richardson, Estelle Richard-
son, Ed Sokolowski, Dennis 
Harkness, Margaret Richard-
son, Nancy Russell, Doris M. 
Reinke, Richard “Dick” 

Program at 262-723-4248. 

NEW ACQUISITIONS ENHANCE WCHS M ISSION 

HERITAGE HALL :  DONOR TREE L IST EXPANDING 

PARANORMAL EVENT SCHEDULED TO HELP FUNDRAISING 

presence of paranormal activ-
ity occurring in both private 
residences and public loca-
tions”.  The Webster House 
Museum will be the site of an 
“investigation” on October 
11.  Olszewski stated that the 
group uses ,”...both scientific 
and investigative proce-
dures...and by the use of two 
medium/psychics and four 
empaths.  After conducting 
the Webster House investiga-

tion on October 25 the group 
will report its resulting find-
ings at a meeting open to the 
public at Heritage Hall, 103 
East Rockwell Street, Elk-
horn, WI.  Tickets are avail-
able for the Webster House 
investigation on October 11  
at $25 per ticket.  Due to 
limited availability of tickets, 
reservations are required.  
Please call 728-1195 or 723-
4248. 

  The Paranormal Research 
Group of McHenry County 
will do a paranormal investi-
gation of the Webster House 
at 9 East Rockwell Street, 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin on Octo-
ber 11.  According to Tony 
Olszewski, founder of the 
group and former police offi-
cer with over thirty years 
experience, “Our professional 
paranormal investigations 
seek to confirm or debunk the 

BUT I DO 

BELIEVE IN THE 

PARANORMAL , 

THAT THERE ARE 

THINGS OUR 

BRAINS JUST 

CAN 'T 

UNDERSTAND . 
-ART BELL 
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“If you don’t 
know history, you 
don’t know any-
thing.  You’re a 

leaf that does not 
know it is part of 

a tree.” 
-Michael Crichton 

 

 

Remarkable contri-

butions are typically 

spawned by a pas-

sionate commitment 

to transcendent val-

ues such as beauty, 

truth, wisdom, jus-

tice, charity, fidelity, 

joy, courage and 

honor. 

-GARY HAMEL 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/garyhamel528655.html
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The Walworth County 
Historical Society An-
nual Meeting/Dinner and 
Volunteer Recognition 
will be held Tuesday, 
October 21, 2014 at 
Heritage Hall, 103 Rock-
well, Elkhorn, WI.  The 
social hour will begin 
there at 6:00 p.m. with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. The 
menu includes: Chicken 
(Stuffed with ham and 
rice/sauce), beef tender-
loin,  au gratin potatoes, 

glazed carrots, crab-
shrimp salad, cashew 
salad, rolls/butter, straw-
berry shortcake and cof-
fee, tea, water or 
milk.  The price per per-
son is twenty-five dollars 
($25.00). 
Fill out the form at right. 
Clip and mail it with your 
check for $25 per per-
son,  made out to 
WCHS,  by Tuesday, 
October 14, 2014! 

 
 

Name (s) of attendees: 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please remit $25 per person to: 

WCHS 
P.O. Box 273 

Elkhorn, WI  53121 
 

We look forward to seeing you there!! 
 

horn high school junior, 
as a student volunteer 
at the Resource Center 
this summer. Sydney 
worked diligently each 
Wednesday afternoon 
completing an index of 
h i s tor i c  w e dd in g 
dresses, entering obitu-
aries into the com-

puter, digitizing the post card 
collection at the center and 

  The Walworth County His-
torical Society was thrilled to 
have Sydney Cullen, an Elk-

working on digitizing prop-
erty deeds and wills. She also 
assisted with the book sale at 
the county fair along with her 
brother Miles Cullen who is a 
middle school student in the 
Elkhorn school system. 
Thanks for you help. Student 

volunteers “rock”! 

ANNUAL MEETING SET : GET RESEREVATIONS IN! 

STUDENT VOLUNTEERS HELP WITH WCHS M ISSION 

ANOTHER WALWORTH COUNTY FAIR BOOK SALE SUCCESS-- THANK YOU 

Hodek, Barbara Steurer, Bar-
bara Shreves, Al Gruling, 
Mike Wozny, Marilyn 
Jacobsen, Lavonne Milton, 
I l ene  Sheahan,  Ka t i e 
Donoghue, Frank and Pat 
Eames, Sydney and Miles 
Cullen, Sue Kapanke, Anna 
Warsinski, Dan Richardson, 
Pat Blackmer, Julie Taylor, 
Kay Sargent, Doris M. Re-
inke,Carolyn Morris and 
Helene Hurdis. 

  The Officers and Board of 
Directors of Walworth 
County Historical Society 
wish to thank the following 
persons who volunteered at 
the Annual Book Sale, Web-
ster House  and Blooming 
Prairie School during the 
Walworth County Fair this 
year:   Lianne Fritz, Sharri 
Loveless, Dela Race, Derrick 
Papcke, Gail Folkers, Chase 
Folkers Marlene and Earl 
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Sydney and Miles Cullen 

Those who 
can, do. 

Those who 
can do 
more,  

volunteer. 
~Author Unknown 

It is through the efforts 
of all our volunteers 

that Walworth County 
Historical Society con-

tinues to “...collect, pre-
serve and share the rich 

history of Walworth 
County, the State of 
Wisconsin and the 
United States…” 

Thank you! 



N o r w e g i a n 
American Meth-
odist Episcopal 
Church in the 
world.  Immi-
grants from the 
parish of Holla in 
Telemark, Nor-
way founded the 
church and built 
it on land do-
nated by the 
C h r i s t o p h e r 

Steenson family.  The Kestols are conserv-
ing the structure and slowly restoring it. 

   Located near 
Heart Prairie in 
Walworth County, 
the Norwegian 
American Method-
i s t  E p i s c o p a l 
Church celebrated 
the progress made 
in its restoration 
recently.  The event 
was hosted by the 
Kestol family.  The 
church was estab-
lished between October 2, 1851 and 
June 26, l863.  It is the second oldest 

NORWEGIAN AMERICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH RESTORATION PROGRESSES 
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